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Caterpillar  to  Butterfly — 
Thoreau's  Dietary  Journey 

Mani  Rao 

The  chapter  "Higher  Laws"  in  Walden  lays  bare  Henry 
Thoreau's  quest  for  and  struggle  to  attain  a  "higher  life" 
via  diet,  recommended  by  Hindu  teachings.  Thoreau  was 
deeply  impressed  by  Hindu  precepts:  "[T]hey  will  have  a  place 
and  significance  as  long  as  there  is  a  sky  to  test  them  by."1  In 
particular,  he  valued  the  "stupendous  and  cosmogonal  philosophy 
of  the  Bhagvat  Geeta  ...  so  remote  is  its  sublimity  from  our 
conceptions."2  Feeding  on  such  texts  transported  him  to  the  Hindu 
world.3  Although  their  dietary  practices  and  recommendations 
disagreed  with  his  habits  and  instinctive  feelings,  they  resonated 
with  his  instinctive  philosophy. 

The  chapter  opens  with  a  guilt-free  confession  about  an  urge 
to  seize  and  devour  a  woodchuck.  The  following  words  in  order 
of  their  appearance  describe  this  urge:  thrill,  savage,  strongly 
tempted,  seize,  devour,  rem',  wildness,  hound,  abandonment. 
There  is  no  thought  or  mention  of  killing  the  woodchuck.  Thoreau 
is  driven  by  the  need  to  engage  in  the  "spirit  of  wildness."  He 
is  not  even  hungry.  This  is  quickly  succeeded  by  an  assessment 
of  this  urge.  Thoreau  places  it  within  a  polarized  world:  spiritual 
vs.  savage,  high  vs.  primitive,  good  vs.  wild.  And  he  reveres 
both  sides:  "I  found  in  myself,  and  still  find,  an  instinct  toward 
a  higher,  or,  as  it  is  named,  spiritual  life,  as  do  most  men,  and 
another  toward  a  primitive  rank  and  savage  one,  and  I  reverence 
them  both.  I  love  the  wild  not  less  than  the  good."4 

This  equality,  and  equanimity,  comes  from  empathy  toward 
the  innocence  and  divinity  inherent  in  all  expressions.  Thoreau's 
inclusiveness  is  reminiscent  of  many  statements  in  the  GTta, 
especially  the  stanza  below: 

pundits  see  everything  the  same  way 
a  learned  courteous  priest  = 
=  cow 
=  elephant 
=  dog 
=  dog-cooking  outcaste5 

But  this  equanimity  does  not  result  in  complacency  about  the 
defects  in  his  own  austerities.  Thoreau  is  honest  with  himself.  He 
has  had  reservations  about  fowling,  he  has  had  to  persuade  himself 
he  was  studying  ornithology,  but  he  can  pin-point  that  it  stems 


from  his  philosophy,  not  from  his  feelings.  For  when  he  fished,  he 
"did  not  pity  the  fishes  nor  the  worms.  This  was  habit." 

The  formation  of  instinctive  feelings  goes  back  to  his  youth, 
and  the  experience  has  been  beneficial.  There  are  revelatory 
possibilities  in  a  first-hand  participation  in  Nature: 

Fishermen,  hunters,  woodchoppers.  and  others,  spending 
their  lives  in  the  fields  and  woods,  in  a  peculiar  sense  a 
part  of  Nature  themselves,  are  often  in  a  more  favorable 
mood  for  observing  her.  in  the  intervals  of  their  pursuits, 
than  philosophers  or  poets  even,  who  approach  her  with 
expectation.  She  is  not  afraid  to  exhibit  herself  to  them 
[italics  added].'' 

With  a  sleight  of  hand  that  makes  one  exclaim,  Thoreau  then 
reasons  that  hunting  comes  full  circle  by  creating  a  scarcity  of 
game.  Any  activity  carried  to  an  extreme  and  out  of  tune  with 
natural  laws  has  an  in-built  self-corrective  mechanism,  and  must 
return  to  a  state  of  harmony.  Harmony  will  result  even  without  the 
intention  and  against  the  will  of  hunters.  Nature  triumphs. 

The  identification  of  Nature  with  the  body  of  God  is  in 
numerous  Hindu  texts,  including  the  GTta  and  the  Vishnu  Purana, 
which  Thoreau  studied: 

That  chief  principle  (Pradhana).  which  is  the  indiscrete 
cause,  is  called  by  the  sages  also  Prakriti  (nature):  it  is 
subtile,  uniform,  and  comprehends  what  is  and  what  is 
not  (or  both  causes  and  effects);  is  durable,  self-sustained, 
illimitable,  undecaying.  and  stable  endowed  with  the 
three  qualities  (in  equilibrium);  the  mother  of  the  world; 
without  beginning;  and  that  into  which  all  that  is  produced 
is  resolved  [italics  added] 7 

Framing  progression  as  an  operative  force,  Thoreau  endorses 
hunting  as  a  sport  for  boys  and  then  positions  it  as  a  step  en  route 
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to  a  higher  ideal,  that  of  a  spiritual  leader  as  a  "hunter  and  fisher 
of  men" — the  "Good  Shepherd."8  A  young  boy  is  not  evolved 
enough,  and  repressing  his  feelings  does  not  really  change 
him  into  a  more  humane  person,  so  it  makes  sense  to  let  him 
hunt.  However,  the  hunter  is  merely  an  embryonic  stage  in  the 
development  of  a  man.  Just  as  civilization  has  moved  on  from 
cannibalism,  the  "thoughtless"  primitive  behavior  of  boyhood 
must  be  outgrown,  and  the  gun  and  fish-pole  left  behind  for  "a 
better  life."  Thoreau  then  takes  a  reality-check  and  concludes 
that  the  "the  mass  of  men  are  still  and  always  young  in  this 
respect."9 

This  acknowledgement  of  a  hierarchy  among  people  is 
reminiscent  of  Hindu  texts.  GTta's  recommendations  on  how 
to  live  are  for  the  yogi,  for  the  seeker,  whereas  the  rest  of  the 
population  continue  in  their  state  of  ignorance,  for  that  is  their 
nature.  In  the  Bhagavad  GTta.  Krishna  says  the  difference  between 
the  world  of  the  seeker  and  others  yours  is  as  day  and  night: 


the  difference 
day  &  night 
a  different  world 

s/he's  awake 
her  truth  light 


(between  her  &  others) 


you're  asleep 
you  can't  see'" 


In  relation  to  this  point.  Thoreau  differentiates  "higher"  and 
"lower"  practices.  He  has  empathy  toward  both,  and  his  argument 
oscillates  between  what  he  approves  in  himself,  and  the  influence 
of  environment  and  habit  on  his  practice.  Time  spent  in  wilderness 
will  no  doubt  "tempt"  him  to  be  a  "fisher  and  hunter  in  earnest." 
One  recalls  the  fourth  verse  in  Patanjali"s  YogaSutra.  which 
Thoreau  studied:  "Vrtti-sarupyam  itaratra  [translation:  In  other 
states  there  is  assimilation  with  the  modifications  of  the  mind]."" 
In  other  words,  the  environment  exerts  a  strong  influence  on  the 
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mind.  The  task  of  the  seeker  then  becomes  to  struggle  against 
this  effect,  and  maintain  control  over  his  thoughts,  feelings 
and  actions.  Despite  "habit"  and  susceptibility  to  environment, 
Thoreau  has  an  instinct  for  the  "higher"  self.  He  states  in  "Higher 
Laws,"  "I  have  found  repeatedly,  of  late  years,  that  I  cannot  fish 
without  falling  a  little  in  self-respect  .  .  .  [W]ith  every  year  I 
am  less  a  fisherman."12  Self-respect,  philosophy,  imagination, 
poetry — these  are  the  aspects  of  the  higher  faculties.  Thoreau 
writes,  "I  had  rarely  for  many  years  used  animal  food  .  .  .  &c; 
not  so  much  because  of  any  ill  effects  which  I  had  traced  to 
them,  as  because  they  were  not  agreeable  to  my  imagination."13 
He  adds,  "I  believe  that  even  man  who  has  ever  been  earnest  to 
preserve  his  higher  or  poetic  faculties  in  the  best  condition  has 
been  particularly  inclined  to  abstain  from  animal  food  and  from 
much  food  of  any  kind."14 

The  objection,  then,  is  not  only  to  the  type  of  food,  but  also 
to  its  excessiveness.  Excess  is  unnecessary:  "It  was  insignificant 
and  unnecessary,  and  cost  more  than  it  came  to."15  This  relates 
to  his  earlier  point,  "I  have  actually  fished  from  the  same  kind 
of  necessity  that  the  first  fishers  did."16  He  prefers  a  "simple  and 
clean"  diet,  and  comments,  "But  put  an  extra  condiment  into 
your  dish,  and  it  will  poison  you.  It  is  not  worth  the  while  to  live 
by  rich  cookery."17 

Moderation  as  a  practice  is  more  associated  with  Buddhist 
texts  than  Hindu  texts.  However,  the  description  of  "rich  cookery" 
as  being  excessive  directly  refers  to  "rajasic"  food  (pleasure- 
focused-foods)  defined  in  the  seventh  and  seventeenth  chapters  of 
the  GTta.  According  to  this  classification,  there  are  three  "gunas" 
or  qualities,  and  three  different  types  of  food  inculcate  these  three 
different  kinds  of  qualities.  In  "Higher  Laws,"  Thoreau  links  this 
with  the  idea  of  food  that  feeds  the  body  and  spirit  vs.  food  that 
feeds  the  appetite: 

sattva         (~  clarity 
rajas  -  passion 

tamas         ~  inertia)'" 

the  food  they  like 

is  three  types 

&  different  in  offering  austerity  charity19 

the  rajasic  wants 

hot       pungent  sour  salty 

sharp  dry: 

Thoreau  rounds  off  distaste  for  "lower"  diet  by  expressing  a 
Brahminical  objection  to  the  uncleanness  and  offensiveness  of 
the  experience  of  cooking  flesh.  (Note  that  Thoreau  uses  the 
word  "flesh"  instead  of  "meat.")  Uncleanness  is  a  point  that 
repeatedly  comes  up  in  discussions  of  caste-differences  in  Hindu 
texts.  The  Manusmriti  has  exhaustive  dicta  for  the  "twice-born" 
(the  top  three  castes)  on  the  unclean  nature  of  meat-production 
and  preparation:  "Anyone  who  looks  carefully  at  the  source  of 
meat,  and  at  the  tying  up  and  slaughter  of  embodied  creatures, 
should  turn  back  from  eating  any  meat."21 

In  the  Manusmriti.  cleansing  rituals  and  causes  of  pollution 
are  discussed  at  length.  The  importance  of  Manusmriti  for  this 
chapter  is  obvious  when  one  sees  that  the  translation  that  Thoreau 
read  was  titled  "Laws  of  Manu."  The  chapter  is  titled  "Higher 
Laws."  although  the  text  of  the  chapter  is  not  prescriptive  (it 
does  not  even  include  the  word  "law").  Thoreau's  effort  here  is 
to  prove  that  there  is  a  higher  law,  a  better  way  to  be,  that  this  is 
the  mark  of  a  "civilized"  man,  and  that  it  begins  with  choice  of 
diet.  Since  merely  insisting  that  this  is  so  is  unhelpful.  Thoreau 
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illustrates  it  through  an  analogy  with  the  life-cycle  of  insects.  He 
quotes  from  Kirby  and  Spence  in  writing: 

"The  voracious  caterpillar  when  transformed  into  a 
butterfly."  .  "and  the  gluttonous  maggot  when  become 
a  fly,"  content  themselves  with  a  drop  or  two  of  honey  or 
some  other  sweet  liquid  The  abdomen  under  the  wings 
of  the  butterfly  still  represents  the  larva.  This  is  the  tid-bit 
which  tempts  his  insectivorous  fate  The  gross  feeder  is  a 
man  in  the  larva  state;  and  there  are  whole  nations  in  that 
condition,  nations  without  fancy  or  imagination,  whose 
vast  abdomens  betray  them.22 

Just  as  cannibals  have  become  "more  civilized,"  so  are  we  meant 
to  improve  and  "leave  off  eating  animals."23 

The  Manusmriti  discourages  Brahmins   from  eating 
meat,  as  the  following  excerpts  show: 

A  twice-born  person  who  knows  the  rules  should  not  eat 
meat  against  the  rules,  even  in  extremity;  for  if  he  eats 
meat  against  the  rules,  after  his  death  he  will  be  helplessly 
eaten  by  them  (that  he  ate).2'4 

A  man  who  does  not  behave  like  the  flesh-eating  ghouls 
and  does  not  eat  meat  becomes  dear  to  people  and  is  not 
tortured  by  diseases  The  one  who  gives  permission,  the 
one  who  butchers,  the  one  who  slaughters,  and  the  one 
who  buys  and  sells,  the  one  who  prepares  it.  the  one  who 
serves  it,  and  the  eater — they  are  killers.25 

The  distinction  Thoreau  draws  between  a  man  who  is  civilized, 
and  a  man  who  is  an  embryonic  stage  of  development,  then,  is 
similar  to  the  distinction  between  a  Brahmin  and  a  non-Brahmin 
in  the  Manusmriti,  and  to  the  distinction  between  the  wise  and 
the  ignorant  in  the  Glta. 

In  the  next  paragraph,  Thoreau  advocates  vegetarianism 
despite  its  potential  to  result  in  "bodily  weakness."26  This  reveals 
his  own  fear.  Thoreau  had  access  to  Hindu  ideas,  but  no  exposure 
to  Hindu  society,  where  many  people  maintain  health  and  strength 
on  a  vegetarian  diet.  Thoreau  was  philosophically  attuned  to 
vegetarianism,  but  he  had  no  guide  to  the  practical  aspects  of 
vegetarianism.  Had  he  known  that  a  nutritive,  balanced  diet  was 
the  secret  of  successful  vegetarianism,  would  he  have  felt  less 
inadequate? 

Thoreau  expands  the  category  of  uncivilized  diet  from  meat 
to  include  alcohol,  coffee,  and  tea.  A  wise  man  would  only  drink 
water  and  be  intoxicated  by  air  and  music.27  Many  followers 
of  YogaSutras  shun  stimulants  and  depressants  because  they 
interfere  with  clarity  of  thought,  and  deter  the  ability  of  the  yogi 
to  attain  self  mastery.  Among  Thoreau's  sources,  the  Manusmriti 
categorizes  drinking  as  one  of  the  five  "major"  crimes: 

Killing  a  priest,  drinking  liquor,  stealing,  violating  the 
guru's  marriage-bed  and  associating  with  those  (who 
commit  these  acts)  are  called  the  major  crimes.28 

It  is  stated  in  the  same  chapter  that  "smelling  wine  or  things  that 
are  not  to  be  smelled"  causes  a  "loss  of  caste."29 

Thoreau  proposes  not  only  the  desirable  kind  of  diet,  but 
also  the  way  to  eat  it — without  gluttony,  without  appetite, 
without  "devotion  to  sensual  savors."30  Food  approached 
properly  nourishes  the  "genius."  To  eat  with  a  gourmet's  interest 
is  a  "slimy,  beastly  life."  The  "reptile  and  sensual"  animal  within 
us  "awakens  in  proportion  as  our  higher  nature  slumbers."31  He 
seeks  the  Hindu  ideal  of  purity:  "If  I  knew  so  wise  a  man  as  could 


teach  me  purity  I  would  go  to  seek  him  forthwith."32 

Purity  is  a  key  observance  in  the  Patanjali  YogaSutra,  a 
pre-requisite  to  a  seeker's  progress:  "Sauca-samtosa-tapha- 
svadhyayesvara-pranidhanani  niyamah  [translation:  Purity, 
contentment,  austerity,  self-study  and  self-surrender  constitute 
observances]."33 

The  opposition  of  purity  and  uncleanness  is  also  a  Hindu 
concept.  The  Gfta's  classification  of  "satvic,"  "rajasic,"  and 
"tamasic"  qualities  defines  tamasic  as  impure  diet: 

&  the  tamasic  likes 
stale  outofflavor 
putrid  leftover 

impure  rejects,J 

In  YogaSutras,  purity  and  impurity  are  choices.  Certain  practices 
enhance  purity,  while  others  increase  impurity.  Thoreau  restates 
this.  It  is  the  same  "generative  energy"  that  "dissipates  and  makes 
us  unclean"  as  well  as  "invigorates  and  inspires."  Therefore,  it  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  seeker  to  conquer  the  animal  and  establish  the 
divine.  Purity,  devotion,  and  chastity  result  in  "Genius,  Heroism, 
Holiness."35 

Quoting  from  Mencius,  Thoreau  writes,  "'A  command  over 
our  passions,  and  over  the  external  senses  of  the  body,  and  good 
acts,  are  declared  by  the  Ved  to  be  indispensable  in  the  mind's 
approximation  to  God.'"36  He  later  adds,  "He  is  blessed  who  is 
assured  that  the  animal  is  dying  out  in  him  day  by  day,  and  the 
divine  being  established."37  This  is  a  big  leap  from  vegetarianism 
motivated  by  non-violence  or  hygiene  concerns.  Now  the  claims 
center  around  how  diet  can  turn  the  "brute"  "creature  of  appetite" 
into  a  "divine"  person.  The  connection  soon  emerges:  "All 
sensuality  is  one  ...  It  is  the  same  whether  a  man  eat,  or  drink, 
or  cohabit,  or  sleep  sensually.  They  are  but  one  appetite,  and  we 
only  need  to  see  a  person  do  any  one  of  these  things  to  know 
how  great  a  sensualist  he  is.  The  impure  can  neither  stand  nor 
sit  with  purity."38  And  chastity  goes  with  temperance.  Exertion 
leads  to  "wisdom  and  purity,"  and  sloth  leads  to  "ignorance 
and  sensuality."  Thoreau  then  transposes  Hindu  tenets  on  to 
Christianity:  "What  avails  it  that  you  are  Christian,  if  you  are  not 
purer  than  the  heathen,  if  you  deny  yourself  no  more,  if  you  are 
not  more  religious?"39  Thus  the  argument  has  moved  from  the 
definition  of  evolution  to  a  redefinition  of  Christianity. 

The  morbid  sensitivity  to  the  "slimy"  filthiness  of  flesh  and 
body — not  just  that  of  animals  one  eats,  but  also  one's  own — 
is  well  known  in  the  hymn  Bhaja  Govindam,  attributed  to  Adi 
Sankara.  One  may  recall  that  Thoreau  had  read  Raja  Rammohan 
Roy's  translations  of  Sankara's  translations  of  the  Upanishads. 
This  sensitivity  helps  create  detachment  from  identification  with 
the  body.  At  the  same  time,  however,  in  Sankara's  non-dualism, 
there  is  an  identification  of  the  human  soul  with  the  divine,  and 
thus  the  body  is  a  "temple,"  and  must  be  regarded  as  sacrosanct. 
Thoreau  emphasizes  choice  in  relation  to  the  sanctity  of  the  body. 
The  body  is  a  temple,  and  we  are  its  "sculptors  and  painters," 
capable  of  choosing  nobility  instead  of  brutishness.40 

Thoreau  is  clear  about  the  gap  between  his  ideals  and 
practice.  If  he  is  not  able  to  practice  the  "higher  law"  to  the  tee, 
it  is  only  because  he  has  become  "coarse  and  indifferent"  with 
age.41  Thoreau  freely  gives  us  insight  into  his  own  struggle  to 
keep  his  practice  in  step  with  his  philosophy:  "My  practice  is 
'nowhere,'  my  opinion  is  here."  He  writes,  "I  hesitate  to  say 
these  things,  but  it  is  not  because  of  the  subject, — I  care  not 
how  obscene  my  words  are,  but  because  I  cannot  speak  of  them 


without  betraying  my  impurity."42 

The  anecdote  that  culminates  the  essay  is  poignant.  John 
Farmer — one  imagines  he  is  a  stand-in  for  Thoreau — ruminates 
over  his  intellectual  self,  knows  he  has  to  work  on  "certain 
faculties  which  slumbered  in  him."  He  is  prompted  out  of  "the 
state  in  which  he  lived"  toward  the  possibilities  of  a  "glorious 
existence."  And  all  he  can  think  of  is  to  "practise  some  new 
austerity,  to  let  his  mind  descend  into  his  body  and  redeem  it, 
and  treat  himself  with  ever  increasing  respect."43  Listening  to  him 
think,  the  reader  knows  for  sure  that  the  butterfly  is  out,  and  the 
Brahmin  spirit  with  it. 
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Thoreau.  H'alden.  210 

Vishnu  Purana2  10.  tr  Horace  H  Wilson  (1840).  as  accessible  at  http:// 
www  sacred-texts  com/hin/vp/vp036  htm 
*      Thoreau.  H'alden.  213. 

Thoreau.  H'alden.  213. 
10     Bhagavad  GTta  2  69 

"     The  Science  of  Yoga:  the  Yoga-Sutras  of  Patanjali.  tr  I  K.  Taimni  (Wheaton. 
Illinois:  Theosophical  Publishing  House.  1961).  11 
i:     Thoreau.  H'alden.  213-14. 
13     Thoreau.  H'alden.  214. 
IJ     Thoreau.  H'alden.  214-15. 
15     Thoreau.  H'alden.  214. 
"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  211. 
17     Thoreau.  H'alden.  215. 
,s     Bhaaavad  GTta  7.08. 

Bhagavad  GTta  17  06 
:      Bhagavad  GTta  17.09. 

Manusmnti  5  49.  in  The  Laws  of  Manu  (London:  Penguin  1991) 
"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  215 
:'     Thoreau.  H'alden.  216. 
:4     Manusmnti  5:33 
:'     Manusmnti  5:50-51 
:"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  216 
:"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  217 
:k     Manusmnti  11  55 

Manusmnti  1 1  68 
Ihoreau.  H'alden.  218 
"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  219. 
;     Thoreau.  H'alden.  219 
"     The  Science  of  Yoga.  220. 
M     Bhagavad  GTta  17  09 
"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  219-20 
'      Thoreau.  H'alden.  219. 
"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  220 
"     Thoreau.  Hdlden.  220 

Thoreau.  Hal  Jen.  221 

I  horeau.  H'alden.  221 

■"     Thoreau.  H'alden.  217. 

4;     Thoreau.  H'alden.  221 

41     Thoreau.  H'alden.  222 


Thoreau's  Bunch  of  Violets 

Glenn  Damiani 

Biographers    often    enliven    their    portraits    with    slight 
colorations  to  the  facts,  which  may  or  may  not  be  based 
on   hard   evidence,   but   which   advance  the   whole   by 
highlighting  themes  within  a  subject's  life.  Data  are  emphasized 
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or  omitted  to  great  effect.  Anecdotes  succinctly  reveal  character 
and  motive.  Such  embellishments  may  enhance  our  understanding 
of  a  past  life  and  our  enjoyment  of  the  biographical  narrative. 
Nevertheless,  the  reader  should  be  alert  to  how  subtly  they  can 
be  played. 


Image  by  Herbert  Wendell  Gleason  to  illustrate  "Bird- 
Foot  Violets  ( Viola  pedata)"  from  Through  the  Year  with 
Thoreau  (1917). 


Susan  Cheever's  American  Bloomsbury — a  2006  group 
biography  of  Concord's  Transcendentalist  community — devotes 
a  short  chapter,  "Sic  Vita'"  to  one  of  Thoreau's  best-known  poems 
and  its  circumstances.  As  the  latest  retelling  of  a  very  old  tale,  her 
work  provides  an  occasion  to  look  more  closely  at  biographical 
practice,  and  to  reflect  on  Thoreau's  own  thoughts  on  the  relation 
between  poem  and  poet. 

In  "Sic  Vita,"  a  bunch  of  violets  "encircled  by  a  wisp  of 
straw"  questions  why  it  has  been  plucked,  rootless,  to  "stand  in 
a  bare  cup."  The  poem  concludes  on  a  note  of  optimism  about 
the  fields  from  which  the  flowers  were  taken — "That  stock  thus 
thinned  .  .  .  /  More  fruits  and  fairer  flowers  /  Will  bear."' 

This  well-known  lyric — sometimes  anthologized  under  its 
first  line  ("I  am  a  parcel  of  vain  strivings  tied") — was  written  in 
1837,  the  year  Thoreau  graduated  from  Harvard  and  commenced 
his  first  really  productive  period  of  poem-making.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year,  he  is  supposed  to  have  wrapped  a  copy  of  the 
poem  around  an  actual  bunch  of  violets  and  tossed  it  into  the 
window  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Jackson  Brown,  a  boarder  in  the  Thoreau 
household.  Mrs.  Brown  was  Emerson's  sister-in-law,  and  would 
soon  be  instrumental  in  bringing  Emerson  and  young  Thoreau 
together.  Thoreau  would  later  write  her  affectionate  letters  and 
seems  to  have  displayed  uncharacteristic  lightness  of  spirit  in  her 
company.  Walter  Harding  reports  "he  liked  to  entertain  her  by 
solo  dancing."2 

The  earliest  written  account  of  the  violets-through-the- 
window  tale  appeared  in  F.  B.  Sanborn's  Henry  D.  Thoreau  (first 
published  in  1882).  Sanborn  wrote  that  "the  verses  called  'Sic 
Vita,"  in  the  'Week  on  the  Concord  and  Merrimac  [sic]'  .  .  .  were 
written  on  a  strip  of  paper  inclosing  a  bunch  of  violets,  gathered 
in  May.  1837,  and  thrown  in  at  Mrs.  Brown's  window  by  the 
poet-naturalist."'  From  these  meager  details,  Cheever  later  teased 
out  animating  particulars  evocative  of  the  season:  "It  was  one  of 
those  glorious  early  spring  mornings  .  .  .  The  last  of  the  snow 
melt  had  filled  the  rivers  .  .  .  The  snowdrops  bordered  the  dirt 
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road  .  .  .  The  jellied  pads  of  frog's  eggs  floated  downstream  .  .  . 
He  could  hear  a  jay  screaming  in  the  elm  .  .  .  and  the  chickadees 
pecking  at  the  seeds  in  the  gravel  at  the  edge  of  the  dirt  road."4  In 
Cheever's  narrative,  Henry's  poem  is  "tied  neatly  with  a  blade  of 
green  grass." 

Carl  Bode,  editor  of  Collected  Poems  of  Henry  Thoreau, 
offers  another  detail  in  a  footnote  to  "Sic  Vita":  "This  poem  was 
written  on  a  sheet  of  paper  wrapped  round  a  bunch  of  violets, 
tied  loosely  with  a  straw  [italics  added],  and  thrown  into  the 
window  of  a  friend."5  On  Cheever's  bright  and  invigorating 
spring  morning,  the  youthful  and  slightly  amorous  Henry  uses  a 
fresh  blade  of  grass.  Bode,  perhaps  sensing  more  of  the  subtle 
resignation  expressed  in  the  "Sic  Vita,"  borrows  an  image  from 
the  poem  itself  and  wraps  the  violets  "loosely  with  a  straw." 

Was  Thoreau  insecure  like  loose  straw,  a  young  college 
graduate  expected  to  begin  making  his  way  in  the  world  but  unsure 
which  direction  to  take,  as  scholars  have  suggested?6  Or  was  he  a 
spring  shoot — green,  yet  bold — delivering  his  first  love  poem? 

A  review  of  several  Thoreau  biographies  and  anthologies 
confirms  that  the  event,  though  often  repeated,  was  never  well 
documented.  In  "Thoreau  as  Poet,"  Elizabeth  Witherell  suggests 
that  the  whole  episode  involving  the  bunch  of  violets  may  be 
apocryphal.7  Many  Thoreau  biographers  fail  to  mention  any 
documentary  source  at  all  for  the  story;  others  cite  previous 
biographies. 

F.  B.  Sanborn  was  one  of  only  two  Thoreau  biographers  to 
have  known  his  subject  personally  (though  his  first  biography 
of  Thoreau  wasn't  published  until  nearly  twenty  years  after  his 
subject's  death).  This  would  seem  to  give  his  version  of  events 
some  authority  but  for  two  caveats.  One  is  that  Sanborn  and 
Thoreau  first  met  in  1855,  long  after  Thoreau  is  supposed  to  have 
tossed  his  poem  into  Mrs.  Brown's  window.  The  matter  is  further 
complicated  by  Sanborn's  somewhat  relaxed  editorial  standards.8 

It  would  be  delightful  to  discover  some  real  evidence — 
perhaps  a  mention  of  Henry's  poem  among  Mrs.  Brown's  papers — 
which  might  finally  put  the  issue  to  rest.  (Neither  Emerson's  nor 
Thoreau's  journals  or  correspondence  makes  any  mention  of  the 
event.)  But  whatever  the  truth  of  this  story,  whether  the  flowers 
were  tied  neatly  or  loosely,  with  grass  or  with  straw,  the  poem 
and  the  bunch  of  violets  continue  to  "bear  fruit."  Together  they 
illustrate  an  idea  from  A  Week  on  the  Concord  and  Merrimack 
Rivers,  though  in  a  way  Thoreau  could  neither  have  intended  nor 
anticipated:  "The  true  poem  is  not  that  which  the  public  read. 
There  is  always  a  poem  not  printed  on  paper,  coincident  with  the 
production  of  this,  stereotyped  in  the  poet's  life  . . .  Not  how  is  the 
idea  expressed  in  stone,  or  on  canvass  or  paper,  is  the  question, 
but  how  far  it  has  obtained  form  and  expression  in  the  life  of 
the  artist."9  Even  if  apocryphal,  the  touching  vignette  sketched 
in  "Sic  Vita"  humanizes  Thoreau  for  readers  one  hundred  and 
seventy-plus  years  after  its  writing. 

Notes 

1     Henry  David  Thoreau.  "Sic  Vita,"  A  Week  on  the  Concord  and  Merrimack 
Rivers,  ed.  Carl  F  Hovde,  William  L  Howarth.  and  Elizabeth  Hall  Witherell 
(Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press,  1980).  384 

Walter  Harding.  The  Days  of  Henry  Thoreau  (New  York:  Knopf.  1965),  105. 

F.  B.  Sanborn.  Henry  D.  Thoreau.  (Boston:  Houghton.  Mifflin.  1886).  60. 
4     Susan  Cheever,  American  Bloomsbun'  (New  York:  Simon  &  Schuster.  2006). 
20. 

Thoreau.  Collected  Poems  of  Henry  Thoreau.  ed  Carl  Bode  (Baltimore:  Johns 
Hopkins  Press.  1964).  351 

''     See.  for  example.  Richard  Lebeaux's  Young  Man  Thoreau  (Amherst: 
University  of  Massachusetts  Press.  1977),  22,  and  Robert  Richardson's  Henry 
Thoreau:  A  Life  of  the  Mmd  (Berkeley:  University  of  California  Press.  1995), 
83-85. 


Elizabeth  Hall  Witherell,  "Thoreau  as  poet,"  The  Cambridge  Companion  to 
Henr\'  David  Thoreau.  ed  Joel  Myerson  (Cambridge:  Cambridge  University 
Press,  1995),  60 

R    "Mr.  Sanborn  was  not  a  slavish  quoter      .  [H]e  used  the  privilege  of  an  editor 
who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  his  author's  subjects  and  habits  of  thought  to 
rearrange  paragraphs,  to  omit  here,  to  make  slight  interpolations  there" — from 
the  preface  to  Sanborn's  posthumously  published  The  Life  of  Henry  David 
Thoreau  (Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin,  1917),  xiv-xv. 
5    Thoreau.  A  Week.  343 . 


Revisiting  Brister's  Hill  and 
Spring 


Allan  H.  Schmidt 


This  piece  has  been  adapted  from  a  blog  entry  by  Allan  H.  Schmidt. ' 


Brister's  Spring,  photographed  by  Herbert  Wendell  Gleason.  From 

Thoreau  Society  Archives,  courtesy  of  Thoreau  Society  and 

Thoreau  Institute  at  Walden  Woods. 

In  the  chapter  "Brute  Neighbors"  in  Walden,  Henry  Thoreau 
immortalized  Brister's  Spring  in  Concord  as  one  of  the  Mill 
Brook's  origins  and  a  reliable  source  of  cool  drinking  water, 
shaded  by  a  white  pine  tree: 

Commonly  I  rested  an  hour  or  two  in  the  shade  at  noon, 
after  planting,  and  ate  my  lunch,  and  read  a  little  by  a  spring 
which  was  the  source  of  a  swamp  and  of  a  brook,  oozing 
from  under  Brister's  Hill,  half  a  mile  from  my  field  The 
approach  to  this  was  through  a  succession  of  descending 
grassy  hollows,  full  of  young  pitch-pines,  into  a  larger  wood 
about  the  swamp   There,  in  a  very  secluded  and  shaded 


spot,  under  a  spreading  white-pine,  there  was  >et  a  clean. 
firm  sward  to  sit  on  1  had  dug  out  the  spring  and  made 
a  well  of  clear  gra\  water,  where  1  could  dip  up  a  pailful 
without  roiling  it.  and  thither  I  went  for  this  purpose  almost 
ever)  dav  in  midsummer,  when  the  pond  was  warmest ; 

Beginning  in  1899.  Herbert  Wendell  Gleason  photographed 
Brister's  Spring  multiple  times.  Some  of  his  photographs  include 
the  white  pine  to  which  Thoreau  referred.  On  walking  tours  to 
Brister's  Spring.  J.  Walter  Brain  has  pointed  out  what  he  believes  to 
be  the  decaying  stump  of  Thoreau's  pine.  Brain  has  also  identified 
close  to  fifty  underground  spring  sites  in  Thoreau  Country 

Thoreau  expressed  curiosity  about  Walden  Pond's  in-flows 
and  out-flows: 

\s  for  the  inlet  or  outlet  of  Walden.  1  ha\e  no\ 
discovered  an\  hut  rain  and  snow  and  e\  aporation.  though 
perhaps,  with  a  thermometer  and  a  line,  such  places  ma> 
be  found,  for  where  the  water  flows  into  the  pond  it  will 
prohablv  be  coldest  in  summer  and  warmest  in  winter 
When  the  ice-men  were  at  work  here  in  '46-7.  the  cakes 
sent  to  the  shore  were  one  dav  rejected  bv  those  who  were 
stacking  them  up  there,  not  being  thick  enough  to  lie  side 
b>  side  with  the  rest,  and  the  cutters  thus  discovered  that 
the  ice  over  a  small  space  was  two  or  three  inches  thinner 
than  elsewhere,  which  made  them  think  that  there  was  an 
inlet  there  The>  also  show  ed  me  in  another  place  w  hat  the) 
thought  was  a  "leach  hole."  through  which  the  pond  leaked 
out  under  a  hill  into  a  neighboring  meadow,  pushing  me 
out  on  a  cake  of  ice  to  see  it  It  was  a  small  cavuv  under 
ten  feet  of  water;  but  1  think  that  I  can  warrant  the  pond  not 
to  need  soldering  till  thev  find  a  worse  leak  than  that  One 
has  suggested,  that  if  such  a  leach  hole"  should  be  found. 
its  connection  with  the  meadow,  if  any  existed,  might  be 
proved  bv  conveying  some,  colored  powder  or  sawdust 
to  the  mouth  of  the  hole,  and  then  putting  a  strainer  over 
the  spring  in  the  meadow,  which  would  catch  some  of  the 
particles  carried  through  bv  the  current 

In  2005.  I  hypothesized  that  Walden  Pond  is  an  underground 
source  of  Brister's  Spring. 
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W  bite  pine  stump  bv  Brister's  Spring,  photographed  bv  Allan  H.  Schmidt. 

2007. 

— a  former  slave — once  lived.  Thoreau  wrote  about  Brister  in 
his  journal  and  in  Walden.  More  recently,  Elise  Lemire  explored 
Brister's  life  in  the  book  Black  Walden  (Philadelphia:  University 
of  Pennsylvania  Press.  2009  ).4  Visitors  can  reach  the  probable  site 
of  Brister's  house  (not  marked  in  the  field)  on  the  Red  Dot  trail 
leading  from  the  main  Walden  Street  entry  to  Concord's  Hapgood 
Wright  Town  Forest.' 

Notes 

Accessible  at  http    74  125  1 13  1 32  search°q=cache: 
nBX4oueSYHIJ  allanhschmidtl935  spaces  live  com/ 
-w  alter-brain-bristers-spnng&cd=  1  &hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 

Henry  David  Thoreau.  Walden.  ed  .1  Lyndon  Shanlev  (Princeton  Princeton 
University  Press.  1971).  227-28 

Thoreau.  Walden,  292 

http   'blackwalden.com/ 

A  trail  map  showing  the  location  of  the  spring,  house  site,  and  white  pine 
stump  is  available  at  http    allanhsehmidtl935  spaces  live  com 
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[belay,  Brister's  Spring  and  Thoreau's  white  pine  tree  stump 
are  accessible  on  the  Red  Dot  frail  in  Concord's  Hapgood 
Wright  Town  forest.  In  2009.  Concord's  Mill  Brook  Task 
force  (a  subcommittee  of  the  Natural  Resources  Commission) 
commemorated  the  spring  w  ith  a  wooden  site  marker.  The  marker 
is  located  to  the  right  of  the  spring  as  viewed  from  the  trail. 
rhoreauvians  are  encouraged  to  visit,  but  should  take  care  not  to 
disturb  this  fragile  historic  site. 

J.  Walter  Brain  has  led  walks  to  Brister's  Spring  I  went  there 
with  him  on  June  13,  2009.  Near  the  spring,  we  stopped  at 
the    site    where    Brain    believes    Brister    Freeman    (1755-1822) 


The  Call  of  the  Green:  A  Review 

Richard  J.  Schneider 

Albena  Bakratcheva.  The  ( 'all  oj  the  Given   Thoreau  and  Place-Sense  in 
tmerican  Writing.  Sofia.  Bulgaria:  Faber  Publishers.  2009.  210p. 

The  study  of  literature  is  rapidh  moving  away  from  what 
critic  Wai  Chee  Dimock  has  termed  "literarx  unilateralism." 
in  which  literature  is  viewed  as  "the  product  of  one  nation 
alone,  analyzable  within  its  confines."  and  is  moving  instead 
toward  a  more  global  "transnational"  approach.1  Dimock  suggests 
that  American  literature  would  be  "better  seen  as  a  criss-crossing 
set  of  pathways,  open-ended  and  ever  multiplying,  weaving  in 
and  out  of  other  geographies,  other  languages  and  cultures  .  .  . 
which  thread  America[n]  texts  into  the  topical  events  of  other 
cultures,  while  also  threading  the  long  durations  of  those  cultures 
into  the  short  chronology  of  the  United  States."  In  The  ( 'all  oj  the 
Green,  Albena  Bakratcheva,  Professor  of  American  Literature  and 
Vmerican  studies  al  New  Bulgarian  University,  skillfull)  applies 
this  new  transnational  approach  to  Thoreau  and  his  time,  as  well 
as  to  more  recent  Bulgarian  and  American  literature. 

The  ( 'all  oj  the  ( Ireen  is  a  collection  of  thirteen  essays  focusing 
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on  three  main  topics:  the  attempt  of  American  Transcendental ist 
writers  to  establish  both  a  personal  and  a  national  identity  distinct 
from  Europe;  the  relation  of  American  Transcendentalism  to 
Bulgarian  literature;  and  the  ongoing  postmodern  concern  with 
national  identity  by  contemporary  American  poets. 

Thoreau  is  the  keystone  figure  of  this  collection,  and  two  of 
the  early  essays  focus  first  on  his  search  for  a  personal  identity 
as  a  writer.  In  "Thoreau's  Way  from  Emerson  to  Thoreau," 
Bakratcheva  emphasizes  the  importance  of  Thoreau's  act  of 
changing  his  given  name,  David  Henry,  to  Henry  David  as  the 
first  step  toward  his  career  as  a  self-reliant  writer.  In  taking  this 
seemingly  small  but  important  step,  he  was  not  unique  among 
Romantic  writers,  however.  Bakratcheva  reminds  us  that  European 
writers  were  often  known  to  see  a  name  change  as  crucial  to  their 
artistic  independence.  Novalis,  for  instance,  became  the  pen  name 
of  Friedrich  Leopold  Freiherr  von  Hardenberg  (hardly  a  catchy 
nom  de  plume),  and  Amantine  Aurore  Lucile  Dupin  freed  herself 
from  limitations  on  female  writers  by  renaming  herself  George 
Sand. 

While  changing  his  name  could  be  seen  as  an  act  of  Emersonian 
self-reliance,  Thoreau  also  had  to  find  a  way  to  balance  adherence 
to  the  ideas  of  Emerson  and  his  Transcendentalist  "Hedge  Club" 
social  circle  with  his  own  independent  identity.  In  "The  New 
England  'Club  of  the  Likeminded'"  Bakratcheva  offers  interesting 
reflections  on  the  perennial  question  of  whether  Thoreau  was 
at  heart  an  Emersonian  or  an  anti-Emersonian,  concluding  that 
although  he  had  a  natural  intellectual  affinity  with  Emerson  and 
the  Hedge  Club,  at  last  "he  belonged  to  himself  (46). 

Thoreau  had  to  define  himself  not  only  as  an  individual  and  as 
a  member  of  an  intellectual  tradition  but  also  as  an  American,  an 
inhabitant  of  a  specific  place.  This  crucial  connection  between  the 
writer  and  a  specific  place  is  the  thread  that  Bakratcheva  weaves 
throughout  her  book.  In  an  essay  on  Thoreau's  "Walking"  ("'You 
May  Name  It  America,  But  It  Is  Not  America'"),  she  argues  that 
Thoreau's  essay  is  not  a  provincial  defense  of  America  as  "not 
Europe"  but  "rather  ...  a  well-balanced  intellectual  declaration  of 
cultural  prospects  and  future  cultural  prosperity"  (9)  for  America, 
not  a  reaction  to  what  America  was  leaving  behind  by  moving 
west  but  a  tribute  to  what  it  was  becoming.  In  a  second  essay 
that  focuses  on  "Walking"  ("Locating  the  American  Voice"),  she 
argues  further  that  as  Thoreau  felt  his  own  connection  with  nature 
waning  he  turned  increasingly  to  "a  romantically  globalized 
picture  of  his  home  country"  (80),  turning  "the  utmost  global  into 
local  by  envisioning  the  [European  idea  of]  the  New  Jerusalem  on 
the  actual  soil  of  his  native  New  England"  (81). 

Beyond  Concord  and  Walden  Pond,  another  place  in  America 
for  which  Thoreau  had  a  special  fondness  was  Cape  Cod.  In  "The 
Stranger  and  the  Inhabitant  Viewing  the  Shore  in  Cape  Cod" 
Bakratcheva  considers  Thoreau's  frequent  dilemma  (experienced 
in  his  relation  to  Concord  as  well)  of  being  both  inside  and  outside 
of  a  specific  place,  of  being  both  an  inhabitant  and  a  stranger. 
Thoreau  seeks  in  Cape  Cod  a  viewpoint  somewhere  between 
that  of  the  outsider  and  the  insider,  "the  closer  perspective  of  the 
betweenness  of  me  and  not-me"  which  "becomes  a  generic  category 
in  its  own  right"  (98).  Contrasting  Cape  Codto  Thoreau's  journal, 
Bakratcheva  argues  that  "If  ...  the  journal  of  the  last  decade  of 
Thoreau's  life  was  the  record  of  his  deepening  ecocentric  interest 
in  the  not-me  of  nature"  (an  assumption  still  open  to  discussion), 
"Cape  Cod  was  the  account  of  his  increasing  interest  in  the 
otherness  of  places  away  from  home  and  their  inhabitants"  (89). 
This  extension  of  perspective  also  allows  Thoreau  to  give  Cape 
Cod  "transatlantic  dimensions,"  (102),  inviting  Thoreau's  readers 


to  imagine  the  European  perspective  toward  the  New  World  as 
immigrants  viewed  Cape  Cod's  Highland  light,  the  first  object  they 
were  likely  to  see  as  they  approached  America  en  route  to  Boston. 

While  the  first  half  of  Bakratcheva's  book  focuses  on 
Thoreau,  Emerson,  and  Transcendentalism,  the  second  half  shifts 
her  focus  to  two  other  related  topics — the  impact  of  American 
Transcendentalism  on  Europe  and  its  influence  on  twentieth- 
century  American  poets.  The  transition  to  the  first  of  these  two 
topics  is  provided  by  an  essay  ("With  or  Without  Principle") 
discussing  the  discrepancy  between  poetic  principle  and  poetic 
practice  among  the  Transcendentalists  and  in  the  writings  of 
Edgar  Allan  Poe.  The  Transcendentalists  viewed  the  purpose  of 
poetry  to  be  truth,  while  Poe  found  the  highest  goal  of  poetry  to 
be  beauty.  In  Poe's  eyes  the  Transcendentalists  were  not  poets 
at  all.  Later  Poe's  view  found  favor  in  Europe  with  the  French 
Symbolists  during  the  beginning  of  European  Modernism.  The 
Transcendentalists  would  have  the  last  laugh  in  Europe,  however, 
as  the  Transcendentalist  emphasis  on  truth — spiritual,  social,  and 
political — would  prove  powerful  during  the  "velvet  revolutions" 
that  brought  the  fall  of  Communism  in  Eastern  Europe.  "In  the 
years  that  finally  led  to  the  political  change  in  1989,"  Bakratcheva 
writes,  "especially  the  writings  of  Henry  David  Thoreau  acquired 
a  peculiar  significance  in  Eastern  Europe,"  appealing  as  they  did 
"to  the  painful  need  of  the  individual  in  the  so-called  'socialist 
countries'  for  outward  and  inward  emancipation"  (116-17). 

Bakratcheva's  next  essay,  "American  Transcendentalism 
And/In  Bulgarian  Culture,"  chronicles  how  Thoreau's  writing 
became  known  in  Bulgaria  and  how  Thoreau's  writing  has  played 
and  continues  to  play  a  role  in  Bulgaria's  transition  from  socialism 
to  democracy.  Thoreau,  it  seems,  came  to  Bulgaria  via  Russia. 
The  Russian  influence  on  Bulgaria  created  "at  least  three  pre- 
conditions tightly  connected  with  it  for  the  appearance  of  Walden 
in  Bulgarian:  namely,  the  attitude  towards  nature,  the  then  existing 
possibility  of  incorporating  Russian  translations  and  original 
works  as  part  of  Bulgaria's  intellectual  realities  and  Bulgarian 
Tolstoyism"  (127).  The  essay  traces  how  these  influences  laid 
the  groundwork  for  the  appearance  of  the  first  translation  into 
Bulgarian  of  Thoreau's  essay  "Civil  Disobedience"  in  1981.  the 
title  of  which  would  eventually  provide  the  slogan  for  Bulgaria's 
political  "velvet  revolution"  in  1989. 

Walden  also  came  to  Bulgaria  first  through  Russian 
translations  in  1962  and  1986.  By  reading  between  the  lines  of 
the  Russian  ideological  introductions  to  these  translations  and 
focusing  on  what  the  Russians  left  unsaid,  Bulgarian  readers  could 
see  that  "it  was  Walden 's  stress  on  individuality  and  the  individual 
capabilities  that  mostly  matched  the  spiritual  needs  in  Bulgaria 
during  the  totalitarian  period  .  .  .  when  individuality  counted  for 
nothing"  (135).  The  key  point  here  is  that  "the  process  of  spiritual 
emancipation  in  Bulgaria  preceded  and  called  forth  the  political 
one"  (136).  This  essay  provides  an  excellent  and  very  readable 
example  of  what  Dimock  means  by  a  transnational  approach  to 
literature.  While  some  readers  might  at  first  find  the  connection 
between  American  and  Bulgarian  literature  to  be  a  bit  esoteric, 
Bakratcheva's  insightful  cultural  analysis  helps  us  to  understand 
that  we  really  do  need  to  begin  seeing  American  literature  in  a 
more  global  context.3 

The  significance  of  cross-cultural  influence  is  punctuated 
powerfully  by  Bakratcheva's  own  brief  personal  account,  "The 
Strange  Liberty  of  Walking  Walden"  of  how  Thoreau  helped  her 
to  cope  with  life  under  socialism.4  When  she  first  became  aware 
of  Thoreau  at  age  eighteen  in  1979  as  she  began  English  studies  at 
her  university,  she  was  living  with  "a  split  reality:  the  one  at  home 


'Blueberry  Blossoms" — photographed  by  Herbert 

Wendell  Gleason,  from  Volume  14  of  the  1906 

Manuscript  Edition  of  Thoreau's  Journal. 


with  my  father's  huge  library  and  the  other  one  outside  home.  A 
complete  whole  of  a  reality  was  unthinkable.  Moreover,  it  was 
dangerous"  (145).  "In  my  hell,"  she  says,  "I  desperately  needed 
my  Virgil."  and  Thoreau  became  her  guide  by  providing  her  with 
"a  vision  beyond  the  split,  the  unifying  vision  I  was  yearning  for. 
Walden  became  my  bible:  Thoreau  gave  me  to  myself"  (147). 
Bakratcheva  has  since  gone  on  to  translate  "Civil  Disobedience" 
and  Walden  into  Bulgarian  herself,  and  Thoreau  still  provides  her 
with  spiritual  support. 

Thoreau  is  also  the  touchstone  for  the  next  essay  in  the 
collection.  "A  Fate  That  Never  Turns  Aside:  Globalization  and 
Convergence."  In  this  essay.  Bakratcheva  considers  American 
literatures  place  in  twenty-first  century  globalization  from  a 
broader  cultural  perspective.  Starting  with  Thoreau's  comments 
on  the  railroad  in  Walden.  she  compares  Leo  Marx's  critique 
of  the  "machine  in  the  garden"  as  a  destructive  intruder  during 
what  she  refers  to  as  "the  first  era  of  globalization"  (154)  in  the 
nineteenth  century  to  Thomas  Friedman's  critique  of  twenty-first 
century  globalization  in  The  Lexus  and  the  Olive  Tree.  Friedman 
sees  the  problem  not  as  the  conflict  between  technology  and 
nature  but  rather  as  the  difficulty  of  balancing  globalization 
with  individual  humans  and  their  relationships.  The  balance  that 
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Friedman  advocates  is  what  he  calls  "glocalization,"  the  ability 
of  one  culture  to  encounter  another  culture  '"in  a  way  that  adds 
to  [that  country's]  growth  and  diversity,  without  overwhelming 
it'"  (157).  Bakratcheva  then  turns  to  two  contemporary  American 
poets.  Adrienne  Rich  and  Gloria  Anzaldua.  and  shows  how  their 
poetry  reflects  attempts  to  cross  cultural  borders. 

The  last  two  essays  continue  this  focus  on  contemporary 
American  poets  and  their  attempt  to  define  themselves  through 
a  sense  of  their  place  as  Americans.  In  "Metamorphoses  of  the 
Frontier,"  Bakratcheva  argues  that  Thoreau's  interest  in  excursions 
across  the  spatial  landscape  has  been  shifted  by  these  poets  to 
a  traveling  into  the  timelessness  of  the  past.  Her  examples  here 
are  Adrienne  Rich.  Susan  Howe,  and  Denise  Levertov,  who  are 
all  concerned,  each  in  her  own  way,  with  defining  themselves 
through  the  stories — myths  really — from  the  American  past. 
They  collectively  demonstrate  that  "the  iine  of  effective 
Americanization'  seems  to  be  shifting  from  historical  spaces  into 
spacial  [sic]  histories"  (173). 

In  the  last  essay,  "Place  Voices:  Susan  Howe  and  the 
References  of  New  England  Culture,"  Bakratcheva  offers 
an  interesting  discussion  of  Howe  as  representing  this  shift 
from  Thoreau's  place  sense  to  our  contemporary  place  sense. 
Howe,  who  is  often  labeled  a  "language  poet."  challenges  our 
conventional  reading  habits  by  rearranging  words  on  the  page  into 
a  sort  of  verbal  puzzle  to  which  there  are  answers,  meanings,  but 
no  authoritative  right  answer.  She  uses  American  subject  matter, 
American  "myths."  but  by  deconstructing  our  usual  reading 
expectations  she  "unsettles"  the  expected  verbal  code  and  thereby 
offers  a  new  vision  of  the  American  story.  Her  poetry  creates  a 
verbal  "unsettled  wilderness"  ( 1 88)  that  attempts  to  redefine  what 
it  means  to  be  American,  and  especially  a  woman  in  America. 
Howe  thus  represents  contemporary  American  authors  "who  in  the 
last  decades  have  been  revisiting  and  rediscovering  the  tradition 
of  self-place  relationship,  i.e.  the  very  frontier  mythology  that 
underlies  the  whole  of  American  culture"  (191).  These  authors 
"recognize  Place  as  the  core  of  self-identity  in  a  constantly 
globalizing  reality"  (191). 

Collectively,  the  essays  in  this  volume  offer  a  fresh 
transnational  perspective  on  Thoreau  and  on  the  relation  of 
American  literature  to  other  cultures  and  to  its  own  past.  The 
essays  all  contain  worthwhile  insights,  especially  those  on 
Thoreau's  "Thomas  Carlyle"  and  those  on  "Walking,"  those  on 
Thoreau's  influence  on  Bulgarian  culture,  and  the  essay  on  Susan 
Howe.  As  of  this  writing,  this  book  is  not  in  the  online  inventory 
of  Amazon  or  Barnes  and  Noble,  so  it  would  be  easy  to  miss,  but 
it  would  be  well  worth  a  special  order  through  the  Shop  at  Walden 
Pond  or  your  local  bookstore.  We  really  do  need  to  begin  moving 
away  from  literary  unilateralism  and  to  start  seeing  American 
literature  from  a  more  global  perspective. 

Notes 

1     Wai  Chee  Dimock.  Through  Other  Continents  American  Literature  Across 
Deep  Time  (Princeton  Princeton  University  Press.  2006).  3 
:     Dimock.  Through  Other  Continents.  3 

For  a  related  Eastern  European  perspective  on  Thoreau.  see  Patrick  Chura's 
essav  "Resisting  the  Absurd:  Thoreau  in  Lithuania."  Thoreau  Soaeh  Bulletin. 
Fall  2009.  1-3 

4    This  essav  b\  Bakratcheva  was  originally  published  in  the  special  2004  issue 
of  The  Concord  Saunterer 


IMPORTANT! 

2010  ELECTION  INFORMATION  &  BALLOT 


The  Thoreau  Society,  Inc. 
Elections  &  Memberships 
341  Virginia  Road 
Concord,  MA  01742 


May  05,  2010 

Dear  Thoreau  Society  Members: 

Accompanying  this  letter  is  the  ballot  for  the  2010  Thoreau  Society  election.  Please  fill  it  out 
according  to  the  instructions  and  return  it  by  mail  to  the  above  address,  postmarked  no  later  than 
July  5,  2010.  In  this  election  cycle  there  are  openings  for  the  following  officer  positions:  President 
and  Treasurer.  There  are  also  open  positions  for  four  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  three 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections  standing  for  re-election.  Statements  by  all 
of  the  slated  candidates  are  included  herewith. 

As  prescribed  by  the  Society  bylaws,  the  Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections  (CNE)  is 
responsible  for  soliciting  from  the  general  membership  of  the  Society  nominations  for  Officers,  for 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  for  the  next  CNE  itself.  The  CNE  then  confirms  that  all  nominees  are 
members  of  the  Society  and  secures  biographical  and  other  information  from  those  willing  to  accept 
nomination.  After  carefully  reviewing  both  the  credentials  of  the  nominees  and  the  present  needs  of 
the  Society,  the  CNE  selects  one  candidate  for  each  opening  and  presents  this  slate  for  vote  approval 
by  The  Thoreau  Society  membership.    As  an  alternative  to  the  endorsed  slate,  provision  is  made  for 
an  equal  number  of  write-in  options. 

This  year's  CNE  consists  of  Michael  Berger,  Gary  Scharnhorst,  and  C.  David  Luther  who  were 
elected  last  year  by  the  Society  membership,  plus  Christine  O'Connor,  and  Chair,  Kevin  Van  Anglen, 
who  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  Two  of  the  three  elected  non-board  members  are 
willing  to  stand  for  re-election  and  are  on  the  current  ballot.  Michael  Berger  is  running  for  the  Board. 
Rochelle  Johnson  is  running  as  a  non-board  member  for  the  third  slot  on  CNE. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections  urges  you  to  vote.  Thank  you  for  participating,  and  we 
look  forward  to  receiving  your  ballot. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin  Van  Anglen 
Chair,  CNE 


the  thorjeau  society® 
2010  ELECTION  BALLOT 

Instructions:  Thoreau  Society  members  are  allowed  to  vote  for  one  (1)  candidate  each  for  the  positions  of  president  and 
treasurer;  seven  (7)  positions  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  three  (3)  positions  on  next  year's  Committee  on  Nominations 
and  Elections.  You  may  vote  for  the  candidate(s)  slated  by  this  year's  CNE  or  vote  for  a  write-in  candidate  in  the  space 
provided.  Write-in  candidates  must  be  members  of  the  Society.  Place  an  X  before  the  candidate  of  your  choice.  Voting  for 
more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  candidates  in  each  category  will  invalidate  your  ballot. 

OFFICERS: 

President 

□  Tom  Potter  (write  in) 

Treasurer 

□  Michael  Schleifer  (write  in) 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS: 

□  Michael  Berger  (write  in) 

□  Andrew  Celentano  (write  in) 

□  Margaret  Gram  (write  in) 

□  Brianne  Keith  (write  in) 

□  Elise  Lemire  (write  in) 

□  Daniel  S  Malachuk  (write  in) 

□  Chares  Phillips  (write  in) 

COMMITTE  ON  NOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS  (1-year  term): 

□  Rochelle  Johnson  (write  in) 

□  C.  David  Luther  (write  in) 

□  Gary  Scharnhorst  (write  in) 

To  be  valid,  ballots  must  be  submitted  by  mail  and  postmarked  no  later  than 

July  5,  2C10  to  this  address: 

The  Thoreau  Society,  Inc.,  Elections  &  Memberships,  341  Virginia  Road,  Concord,  MA  01742 


Nominees  for  Officers: 

Tom  Potter  (Martinsville  Indiana),  Candidate  for  President,  Running  for  Re-election 

I  have  been  honored  to  serve  as  President  of  The  Thoreau  Society  for  four  years  and  am  seeking  to  extend  that  honor  for  another  term.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  the  strength  and  future  of  the  Society  rests  in  the  quality  and  diversity  of  its  membership.  As  president,  I  have  worked  to  seek  out  and  welcome 
into  the  Society  the  many  people  that  Henry  D.  Thoreau  inspired  through  his  life  and  writings.  Scholars  from  the  academic,  literary,  and  educational 
communities,  the  members  of  the  many  environmental  and  ecological  organizations,  and  those  individuals  motivated  by  Thoreau's  works  regarding 
his  philosophical,  social,  and  political  ideals  all  represent  a  healthy  and  strong  base  of  this  organization.  I  will  continue  to  work  toward  creating  an  ever 
expanding  base  of  those  cited  above  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  work  that  was  started  in  1941. 

Michael  Schleifer  (Brooklyn,  New  York),  Candidate  for  Treasurer,  Running  for  Re-election 

Michael  is  seeking  re-appointment  as  Treasurer  of  The  Thoreau  Society.  He  is  a  tenured  Instructor  of  Accounting  and  related  computer  applications, 
Hunter  College,  CUNY  and  a  Principal  in  Park  Avenue  CPA  Review,  LLC  and  a  proprietor  of  a  small  accounting  and  tax  practice  in  Brooklyn,  NY.  Since 
joining  The  Thoreau  Society,  Michael  has  shared  his  passion  for  Thoreau  with  his  family,  friends,  and  colleagues. 

Nominees  for  Directors: 

Michael  Berger  (Cincinnati,  Ohio),  Running  for  Election 

Raised  in  the  Chicago  area  as  a  camper  and  canoeist,  I  read  Thoreau  for  the  first  time  as  a  teenager  on  a  camping  trip.  I  was  attracted  by  his  love 
of  nature  and  principled  independence  of  mind.  I  attended  St.  John's  College,  in  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where  I  was  delighted  to  discover  Thoreau's 
journals.  I  have  a  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Cincinnati  and  have  taught  American  literature,  composition,  and  philosophy  in  college  and  high  school 
for  twenty  years.  I  currently  teach  English  and  communications  courses  in  a  nursing  college  in  Cincinnati.  I've  published  works  on  Thoreau,  participated 
in  Annual  Gathering  panels,  and  edited  the  Thoreau  Society  Bulletin.  Last  year  I  accepted  a  one-year  appointment  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  As  an 
elected  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  would  work  to  ensure  that  the  Society  continues  to  serve  all  its  constituents,  both  scholars  and  enthusiasts, 
and  to  develop  collaborative  projects  and  outreach  to  other  individuals  and  organizations  practicing  and  promoting  Thoreau's  ideals,  including  deliberate 
living  and  environmental  sanity. 

Andrew  Celentano  (Stoneham,  Massachusetts),  Running  for  Election 

Raised  in  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx  as  a  child,  I  knew  little  about  the  beauty  and  wonder  of  nature    But  as  a  teenager,  we  moved  to  the  bucolic  woods  of 
Westchester  County  resplendent  with  lady  slippers,  mountain  laurel  and  the  cry  of  whip-poor-wills  Walden  was  required  reading  and  it  opened  a  whole 
new  world  for  me.  My  love  of  nature,  passion  for  environmental  issues,  and  indebtedness  to  Thoreau  are  the  direct  result.  It  is  no  accident  that  my  home 
abuts  the  Middlesex  Fells,  as  I  cannot  imagine  living  any  other  way.  Eight  years  ago,  I  joined  the  Friends  of  the  Middlesex  Fells  Reservation  and  worked 
my  way  up  to  Chairman,  a  position  which  I  held  for  6  years.  I  recently  stepped  down  and  would  like  to  contribute  my  time  and  energy  to  the  Thoreau 
Society  as  I  have  great  respect  for  its  mission  and  the  people  affiliated  with  it. 

Margaret  Gram  (Acton,  Massachusetts),  Running  for  Election 

Margaret  served  as  The  Thoreau  Society's  accountant  from  2005  to  spring  of  2010  and  has  extensive  knowledge  of  the  Society's  financial  picture.  She 
has  a  strong  interested  in  eastern  philosophy  and  New  England  Transcendentalism  and  wishes  to  support  the  Society  and  its  mission  moving  forward. 

Brianne  Keith  (Somerville,  Massachusetts),  Running  for  Election 

My  story  begins  with  Mr.  Welsh's  9th-grade  class,  the  day  he  introduced  the  "battle  of  the  ants"  chapter  in  Walden.  The  bell  rang,  signaling  the  end  of 
the  class,  but  Mr  Welsh,  sitting  casually  in  a  chair  facing  the  class,  didn't  move  He  was  still,  deep  in  thought,  while  everyone  was  moving  about  him. 
That  night,  I  went  home  to  investigate  what  had  caused  Mr  Welsh  to  act  so  strangely  I  read  the  passage  in  Walden,  and  other  excerpts  included  in  our 
textbook,  and  found  messages  of  optimism,  encouragement,  and  a  celebration  of  the  self  I  so  desperately  needed  as  a  teenager.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  my  relationship  with  "Thoreau":  the  writer,  and  the  nexus  of  thought  that  would  connect  me  to  others  in  so  many  profound  ways.  I  care  very  deeply 
for  the  Society  and  its  missions  because  of  the  people  I've  met  through  it.  Since  I  joined  over  ten  years  ago  as  a  college  student,  I  have  been  able 
to  intern  at  the  Thoreau  Institute  while  a  student,  contribute  to  major  scholarly  projects,  and  find  guidance  and  support  for  my  own  scholarly  work  on 
Thoreau — all  through  the  guiding  hand  of  the  people  I  have  met  through  the  society.  Most  importantly,  I  have  developed  many  wonderful  friendships  that 
have  nourished  me  spiritually  and  mentally.  As  a  board  member,  I  would  work  very  hard  to  maintain  the  health  of  the  society.  I  want  the  society  to  stick 
around 

Elise  Lemire  (Port  Chester,  New  York),  Running  for  Election 

I  am  the  author  of  Black  Walden:  Slavery  and  Its  Aftermath  in  Concord,  Massachusetts  (University  of  Pennsylvania  Press,  2009),  which  takes  as  its 
starting  point  Thoreau's  Walden  chapter  entitled  "Former  Inhabitants;  and  Winter  Visitors."  Following  the  many  threads  Thoreau  provides  here  and 
in  his  journals,  I  reconstruct  the  life  stories  of  the  former  slaves  whose  cellar  holes  Thoreau  noted  near  his  bean  field  and  the  Concord  residents  who 
once  enslaved  them    My  aim  was  twofold:  to  trace  the  history  of  slavery  and  its  aftermath  in  the  birthplace  of  American  liberty  and  to  show  that  Walden 
Woods  was  a  black  space  long  before  it  became  the  internationally  known  green  space  it  is  today.  Motivation  for  this  work  came  from  my  deep  and 
abiding  love  of  Walden  Woods  and  the  Concord  authors    I  grew  up  two  miles  from  Walden  Pond  in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  where  my  parents  still  reside 
When  I  left,  it  was  to  study  literature  at  Yale  (BA  1986)  and  later  Rutgers  (PhD  1996).  Currently,  I  am  Associate  Professor  of  Literature  at  Purchase 
College,  SUNY.  In  addition  to  Black  Walden,  I  am  the  author  of  "Miscegenation":  Making  Race  in  America  (2002;  Penn  Press  paperback  edition,  2009). 

Daniel  Malachuk  (Bettendorf,  Iowa),  Running  for  Election 

I  am  pleased  to  be  considered  for  The  Thoreau  Society's  Board  of  Directors.    For  the  last  three  years  I  have  been  teaching  literature  and  the  humanities 
at  Western  Illinois  University's  growing  campus  in  Moline,  Illinois,  one  of  the  "Quad  Cities,"  which  also  include  Bettendorf,  Iowa  where  I  live  with  my  wife 
and  son.  Thoreau's  work  has  been  important  to  me  since  college,  and  even  more  so  since  becoming  a  professor,  but  what  really  deepened  my  interest 
in  Thoreau  was  being  able  to  regularly  visit  Walden  Pond  and  other  sites  in  and  around  Concord  while  living  and  teaching  in  southern  New  Hampshire 
until  moving  to  the  Midwest.  Several  years  ago,  when  I  first  attended  the  Thoreau  Annual  Gathering,  I  was  immediately  impressed  by  the  Thoreau 
Society's  range  of  activities  as  well  as  its  ability  to  bring  together  such  a  diverse  group  of  people  interested  in  Thoreau's  life  and  work.    In  addition  to 
attending  and  presenting  at  the  Annual  Gatherings,  I  have  benefited  also  from  the  Society's  panels  at  MLA  and  ALA,  the  Concord  Saunterer  and  TSB, 


the  Thoreau  Institute,  and  the  Thoreau  Reader  website    I  would  greatly 
enjoy  becoming  more  involved  in  the  Society's  work,  and  I  appreciate 
being  considered  for  the  Board 

Chares  Phillips  (Concord,  Massachusetts),  Running  for  re-election 

I  became  inspired  by  Thoreau.  Emerson  and  the  Transcendental  circle 
after  moving  to  Concord.  Mass  over  thirty  years  ago.   I  have  enjoyed 
numerous  walks  and  ski  excursions  in  the  Walden  Woods.  Estabrook 
Woods  and  other  natural  environments.   I  joined  The  Thoreau  Society 
over  twenty  years  ago.  have  attended  most  of  the  Annual  Gatherings 
since  then,  and  am  now  a  life  member.  Currently  I  am  serving  on  The 
Thoreau  Society  Finance  Committee.   I'm  also  a  member  of  an  Emerson 
Reading  Circle,  which  meets  monthly  to  read  and  discuss  Emerson's 
essays  and  lectures.  I  am  now  retired  after  a  career  as  a  scientist- 
engineer  in  transportation  planning. 


Committe  on  Nominations  and  Elections 

Rochelle  Johnson  (Caldwell,  Idaho),  Running  for  Election 

Rochelle  teaches  American  literature  and  the  environmental  humanities 
at  The  College  of  Idaho,  where  she  also  serves  as  Chair  of  the  English 
Department    She  has  published  on  Thoreau  and  on  his  contemporary 
in  natural  history  study.  Susan  Fenimore  Cooper,  among  other  topics 
Her  most  recent  publication  is  Passions  for  Nature:  Nineteenth-Century 
America's  Aesthetics  of  Alienation  (Univ  of  Georgia  Press.  2009)    A  past 
present  of  the  Association  for  the  Study  of  Literature  and  Environment, 
Johnson  is  a  longtime  member  of  The  Thoreau  Society. 

C.  David  Luther  (Waltham,  Massachusetts),  Running  for  Re-election 

I  am  an  Environmental  Studies  professor  at  Middlesex  Community 
College  in  Lowell.  MA.  and  a  Graduate  Education  senior  instructor  at 
Cambridge  College  Cambridge.  MA    I  have  traveled  a  good  deal  in 
Concord  with  my  students.  We  produced  an  interdisciplinary  educational 
unit  with  Henry  David  Thoreau's  Wild  Fruits  and  Faith  in  a  Seed  as  the 
inspiration    The  unit,  titled  "Henry  David  Thoreau.  New  England's  First 
Ecologist7'  won  a  silver  medal  at  the  New  England  Flower  Show.  Our 
success  was  also  a  result  of  my  experiences  in  the  summer  program 
at  the  Thoreau  Institute    I  recognize  the  importance  of  teamwork  in 
any  organization.   In  my  professional  life  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  be  both  a  team  member  and  a  leader    I  believe  my  commitment  to 
environmental  education  and  appreciation  for  Thoreau's  words  qualify  me 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections    I  would 
like  The  Thoreau  Society  to  be  inclusive  and  user  friendly  for  anyone  who 
seeks  to  benefit  from  Henry  David  Thoreau's  genius. 

Gary  Scharnhorst  (Albuquerque,  New  Mexico),  Running  for  Re-election 

The  Thoreau  Society  should  be  aggressive  in  promoting  Thoreau's 
writings  and  his  environmental  ethic  among  both  scholarly  and 
general  audiences  As  Professor  of  English  at  the  University  of  New 
Mexico,  editor  in  alternating  years  of  the  research  annual  American 
Literary  Scholarship,  compiler  of  Henry  David  Thoreau:  An  Annotated 
Bibliography  of  Comment  and  Criticism  Before  1900  (1 992)  and  author 
of  Thoreau  A  Case  Study  in  Canonization  (1993)  I  am  familiar  with  the 
network  of  Thoreau  scholars 
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A  Political  Companion  to  Henry 
David  Thoreau:  A  Review 

Sandra  Harbert  Petrulionis 

Jack  Turner,  ed.  A  Political  Companion  to  Henry  David  Thoreau  Lexington: 
University  of  Kentucky  Press,  2009.  483p. 

Although  Henry  Thoreau  seldom  ventured  into  the  political 
fray  and  offered  scathing  observations  on  "what  is 
called  politics,"  his  so-called  politics  have  given  rise 
to  much  scholarship  over  the  years.  Though  few  in  number, 
Thoreau's  writings  on  antislavery,  government,  democracy, 
wilderness  preservation,  moral  and  higher  law,  and  reform  have 
been  influential  across  a  wide  spectrum  of  social  concerns, 
from  the  mid-nineteenth  century  to  the  present  time.  Just  what 
Thoreau's  politics  were,  however,  remains  the  subject  of  ongoing 
scrutiny.  What  he  meant  by  those  famous  pronouncements  and 
contradictions — "That  government  is  best  which  governs  not 
at  all";  "I  ask  not  at  once  for  no  government  but  at  once  for  a 
better  government";  "I  do  not  wish  to  kill  or  be  killed,  but  I  can 
foresee  circumstances  in  which  both  of  these  things  would  be  by 
me  unavoidable" — is  still  debated.  Was  Thoreau  a  pacifist  or  a 
militant  civil  resistor?  An  advocate  of  democracy,  or  an  anarchist? 
When  one  man  can  be  associated  with  the  Unabomber  and  with 
Martin  Luther,  King,  Jr.  and  Mohandas  K.  Gandhi,  clearly  his 
words  remain  open  to  divergent  interpretations. 

Although  anthologies  of  Thoreau's  works  have  long  included 
"Civil  Disobedience"  along  with  Walden  as  the  revered  word  on 
this  Transcendentalist's  politics,  that  trend  has  been  shifting  in 
recent  years.  We  now  have  a  paperback  collection.  The  Higher  Law, 
wholly  devoted  to  Thoreau's  political  writings;  and  the  lectures 
"Slavery  in  Massachusetts"  and  "A  Plea  for  Captain  John  Brown" 
appear  in  most  popular  classroom  texts  of  American  literature.  In 
part  this  change  reflects  our  long  overdue  historicizing  of  "classic" 
American  texts.  In  Thoreau's  case,  however,  it  also  signals  a 
new  desire  on  the  part  of  critics  and  students  to  grapple  with  the 
contradictions  inherent  in  any  study  of  Thoreau's  "politics." 

A  Political  Companion  to  Henry  David  Thoreau,  edited 
by  Jack  Turner,  is  therefore  a  welcome  contribution  to  this 
subject.  According  to  Turner,  the  book's  overarching  focus  is 
"to  recap  and  to  advance  recent  debate  on  Thoreau  as  a  political 
thinker"  (4).  The  most  recent  volume  in  the  University  of 
Kentucky's  Political  Companions  to  Great  American  Authors 
series,  the  book  is  comprised  of  sixteen  essays,  eight  new  and 
eight  published  previously,  and  is  organized  in  four  sections: 
"Thoreau  and  Democracy";  "Conscience,  Citizenship,  and 
Politics";  "Reverence,  Ethics,  and  the  Self;  and  "Thoreau  and 
Political  Theory."  Questions  raised  include  whether  Thoreau  is 
"accurately  described  as  a  democrat"  (4);  how  Thoreau  "imagines 
America"  and  "understands  liberal  democratic  citizenship"  (5); 
what  the  "metaphysical  and  ethical  concerns"  are  that  stem 
"from  Thoreau's  politics"  (7);  and  where  we  "situate  Thoreau 
within  the  classical  and  contemporary  canon  of  political  theory" 
(9).  Excepting  Turner's  own  contribution  on  "Thoreau  and  John 
Brown,"  this  structure  and  scope  do  not  address  the  specific 
politics  of  Thoreau's  own  time  or  examine  Thoreau  himself  as 
a  man  who  embodied  (or  not)  his  own  lofty  rhetoric  of  action 
and  principle.  Instead,  the  contributors  to  A  Political  Companion 
debate  what  Thoreau  has  to  say  about  the  limits  of  democracy 


versus  individual  rights;  Thoreau  and  political  violence;  Thoreau 
and  American  environmentalism;  and  Thoreau's  relation  to  an 
array  of  political  and  philosophical  figures — from  John  Brown 
to  Abraham  Lincoln,  Gandhi,  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  Theodor 
Adorno,  and  Stanley  Cavell. 

In  "Thoreau's  Democratic  Individualism,"  an  important 
essay  originally  published  in  1998,  Nancy  L.  Rosenblum  raises 
several  of  the  thought-provoking  issues  that  recur  in  this  volume 
concerning  Thoreau's  vexed  relationship  to  the  theory  and 
practice  of  democracy.  Thoreau,  she  contends,  always  asks  the 
same  question:  "how  much  must  an  individual  have  to  do  with 
democratic  government  at  all?"  (30).  Rosenblum  focuses  on 
what  she  sees  as  Thoreau's  revision  of  "heroic  individualism 
into  a  distinctly  democratic  individualism"  (15).  Significantly, 
her  examination  begins  with  the  relation  of  romanticism  to 
democracy;  she  argues  that  for  Thoreau,  democracy  is  a  "political 
complement  to  the  romantic  self  (3 1 ). 

Also  first  published  in  1998,  Brian  Walker's  "Thoreau's 
Alternative  Economics"  looks  at  Walden  for  what  it  reveals 
about  Thoreau  as  a  common  laborer  and  for  what  it  tell  us 
about  the  struggle  between  freedom  and  work  in  the  turbulent 
economic  climate  of  antebellum  America.  Leigh  Jenco's 
excellent  "Thoreau's  Critique  of  Democracy,"  which  appeared 
in  2003,  takes  on  Thoreau's  specific  comments  disdaining  the 
democratic  system  (68).  Jenco  isolates  democracy's  two  primary 
limitations  for  Thoreau:  the  government's  inability  "to  secure 
true  consent"  and  "its  representative  capability"  (69).  By  giving 
the  individual  primacy  over  moral  authority,  as  Thoreau  does 
in  "Civil  Disobedience,"  Jenco  contends  that  Thoreau  converts 
all  political  issues  into  moral  concerns.  Thus,  individuals  rather 
than  governments  or  their  laws  must  solve  politically  immoral 
problems  (71). 

"Thoreau's  American  Founding,"  a  chapter  from  Bob 
Pepperman  Taylor's  important  book,  Americas  Bachelor  Uncle: 
Thoreau  and  the  American  Polity  ( 1 996),  examines  A  Week  on  the 
Concord  and  Merrimack  Rivers  to  propose  that  Thoreau's  views 
on  democracy  and  individual  freedom  differ  substantially  from 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson's  ( 1 00),  particularly  as  Thoreau  reenvisions 
colonial  American  history,  including  settlers'  disregard  for  native 
land  use  (105).  For  Taylor,  Thoreau's  narrative  of  American 
history  is  subordinate  to  his  belief  in  the  transcendence  of  human 
nature  (11 5).  ^4  Week  gives  us  the  "knowledge  we  need  to  develop 
an  appropriate  moral  relationship  with  our  nation"  (116). 


"Conantum  Pool" — photographed  by  Herbert  Wendell 

Gleason,  from  Volume  5  of  the  1906  Manuscript  Edition 

of  Thoreau's  Journal. 
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In  "Thoreau  and  John  Brown,"  Jack  Turner  uses  Brown  to 
examine  the  interconnected  relationship  between  "conscience, 
character,  and  action"  in  Thoreau's  politics  (153).  Dealing  with 
the  thorny  issue  inseparable  from  any  assessment  of  Thoreau's 
adulation  of  Brown — how  the  moralist  could  so  unequivocally 
embrace  the  militant — Turner  reminds  us  that  the  violence  of 
Harpers  Ferry  was  "consequential"  rather  than  the  intended 
aim  of  the  raid,  although  since  the  raiders  went  armed,  we  must 
remember  they  anticipated  violence.  As  Thoreau  reminds  us  in 
"A  Plea  for  Captain  John  Brown,"  violence  was  perpetuated  by 
the  institution  of  slavery  itself  ( 1 62).  Ultimately,  Turner  finds  that 
Brown's  importance  for  Thoreau  is  instructional:  he  teaches  "how 
to  be  transcendentalists,  how  to  live  for  principle"  (169). 

In  "Thoreau's  Apolitical  Legacy  for  American 
Environmentalism."  William  Chaloupka  makes  the 
ambiguous  claim  that  "environmentalism  was  as  distinct  from  its 
conservationist  roots  as  feminism  was  from  the  suffragettes"  (206). 
His  project  is  to  trace  the  history  of  America's  "green  movement" 
and  thereby  attempt  to  prove  that  aligning  their  cause  with 
Thoreau  hurt  environmentalists"  political  progress,  at  least 
initially,  primarily  because  Thoreau  was  so  avowedly  apolitical, 
and  for  a  time  unpopular.  Chaloupka  faults  Thoreau  for  being  a 
"moralizer"  and  asserts  that  "environmentalists  continually  risk 
arrogance,  moralism,  and  charges  of  authoritarianism,"  especially 
when  they  persist  in  what  he  terms  "sanctimonious  scolding" 
(222).  Chaloupka's  essay  is  a  polemic  that  ultimately  faults 
environmentalists  for  their  flawed  appropriation  of  Thoreau  and 
their  over-reliance  on  science,  rather  than  political  strategy. 

A  few  contributions  arenot  overtly  related  to  Thoreau's  political 
concerns.  Christopher  Dustin  argues  in  "Thoreau's  Religion" 
that  "Thoreau's  vision  is  fundamentally  theological"  (237)  and 
that  "there  is  a  redemptive  yearning  in  Thoreau"  (283),  both  of 
which  are  certainly  contested  conclusions  among  Thoreauvians. 
In  "Thoreau's  Techniques  of  the  Self,"  Jane  Bennett  investigates 
Thoreau's  "project  of  self- fashioning"  (294),  and  asserts  that  "my 
Thoreau  is  'political'"  because  he  endeavors  to  "mold  a  particular 
kind  of  self"  (314).  In  "Thoreau's  Solitude,"  Thomas  L.  Dumm 
examines  the  immense  practicality  and  significance  of  Thoreau's 
"achievement  of  solitude"  (326). 

Melissa  Lane's  "Thoreau  and  Rousseau:  Nature  as  Utopia" 
puts  these  figures  in  an  opposing  relation,  with  Thoreau's 
valorization  of  self-reform  contradicting  Rousseau's  social  Utopia 
model  (341).  Anthony  Parel  surveys  old  ground  in  "Thoreau, 
Gandhi,  and  Comparative  Political  Thought,"  yet  he  raises 
interesting  questions  as  to  why  "Civil  Disobedience"  was  of  such 
interest  to  Gandhi.  For  Parel,  the  answer  lies  in  the  essay's  "theory 
of  the  moral  basis  of  the  state"  (379).  In  "Thoreau,  Adorno,  and 
the  Critical  Potential  of  Particularity,"  Shannon  Mariotti  finds 
similarity  between  Thoreau's  search  for  the  "'wild'  potential 
contained  within  particular  objects"  and  Adomo's  "notion  of 
the  'nonidentical'"  (393).  Andrew  Norris's  "Thoreau,  Cavell, 
and  the  Foundations  of  True  Political  Expression"  reminds  us 
that  at  its  essence  Walden  is  a  political  text,  inspired  and  refined 
by  townsmen  asking  questions  about  Thoreau's  mode  of  living 
(427). 

A  Political  Companion  to  Henry  David  Thoreau  is  geared 
more  to  a  political  science/political  theory  than  to  a  literature  or 
a  history  classroom.  But  for  those  interested  in  the  various  ways 
in  which  Thoreau's  political  theory  developed,  shifted,  and  is 
still  open-ended  enough  to  be  appropriated  by  competing  interest 
groups  today,  it  offers  instructive  approaches,  old  and  new,  on  the 
topic  of  what  are  "culled  [Thoreau's]  politics." 
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The  Loon  at  Walden 

J.  Walter  Brain 

Stranded,  apart,  or  adventure  bent. 

The  loon  rides  the  margins  of  the  waters 

As  ice  tightens  a  noose  and  entraps 

Pond,  wood,  feather  and  fat. 

The  bird  then  takes  off  into  the  air 

Bound  for  another  pond  at  winter's 

Edge.  Thus  stops  the  loon  at  Walden 

To  snoop  its  depths  and  snatch  a  meal 

Before  the  ice  closes  in  again. 

He  plays  the  game,  with  peals  of  laughter 

At  nature's  never  ending  siege. 

There  he  emerges,  fresh  from  the  deep, 

A  bulky  bird,  stout  of  bill, 

Serene  in  poise  and  self-possessed. 

To  ride  the  ripples  in  stately  drift 

And  a  loon's  mind  to  stay  the  course  — 

Alone,  alert,  or  lame,  defying 

Death,  to  seize  the  hour  and  revel 

In  every  morsel  snatched  from  the  teeth 

Of  Mors  himself,  by  the  ice's  edge. 


Abstracts 

Papers  presented  at  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Modern  Language  Association,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  December  2009 

Session  1: 
"Romantic  Conversations" 

"'Dear  Cicero,  Waldo,  and  FriendsV:  Conversations  in  Mary 
Moody  Emerson's  Almanacks,"  Noelle  A.  Baker  and  Sandra 
H.  Petrulionis 

Long  before  the  Transcendentalists  invested  conversation 
with  the  agency  to  reform  individuals  and  society,  Mary  Moody 
Emerson  pursued  self-culture — and  shared  her  process  and 
findings  with  others — in  the  pages  of  her  "Almanack"  manuscripts 
(c.  1804-1855).  Her  conversational  prowess  captivated  Henry 
Thoreau  and  stimulated  her  nephews,  including,  most  famously. 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  Mary  Emerson's  experiments  with  coterie 
writing,  manuscript  circulation,  and  the  so-called  "masculine" 
genre  of  the  commonplace  book  reflect  a  thriving  transcontinental 
woman's  tradition  of  salon  and  reading  group  practices  and 
their  corresponding  commitment  to  free  exchange.  Moreover, 
this  lifelong  engagement  with  verbal  and  written  conversation 
anticipates  the  well-known  dialogic  experiments  of  Waldo 
Emerson,  Margaret  Fuller,  Bronson  Alcott,  and  Thoreau  himself. 

Added  to  ongoing  dialogues  with  family  and  friends,  the 
Almanacks  reflect  Emerson  in  a  perpetual  conversation  with 
herself  and  with  the  authors  of  her  wide  reading,  as  she  interrogates 
their  conclusions  and  her  own  premises — in  an  extended  example 
of  self-cultivation.  Emerson  holds  forth  in  these  pages  on  an 
astounding  range  of  subjects — from  theology,  philosophy,  literary 
criticism,  and  science,  to  war,  imperialism,  prison  reform,  and 
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slavery.  Some  of  the  most  dramatic  of  these  verbal  and  written 
dialogues  occur  between  Waldo  and  Mary,  who  throughout 
their  lives  borrowed  and  transcribed  each  other's  writings  in  the 
pages  of  their  own  journals.  When  examined  in  tandem,  Mary's 
1834-1835  Almanack  and  Waldo's  1833-1834  Journal  A  reveal  a 
provocative  example  of  Emerson  family  "talk"  on  the  cusp  of  the 
American  Transcendentalist  revolution — manuscript  and  verbal 
conversations  that  not  only  serve  as  important  precursors  to  the 
watershed  beginnings  of  the  movement  two  years  later  but  also 
summarize  an  accumulating  clash  of  generational  ambitions  that 
would  ultimately  come  to  a  devastating  family  crisis  in  February 
1836,  just  before  Charles  Emerson's  death. 

"Transatlantic  Manuscript  Culture,"  Michelle  Levy 

This  paper  argues  that  transatlantic  studies  must  look 
beyond  print  sources  to  reconstruct  the  myriad  media  through 
which  ideas,  persons,  and  texts  crossed  and  re-crossed  the 
Atlantic.  In  my  attempt  to  "restore  the  'sense  of  literature  as  a 
conversation,'"  as  Joel  Pace  has  urged  scholars  of  the  Atlantic 
world  ("Towards  a  Taxonomy  of  Transatlantic  Romanticism"),  I 
examine  two  transatlantic  conversations  that  took  place  within  a 
single  family,  that  of  the  Aikins,  over  three  generations,  cutting 
a  large  swath  through  the  nineteenth  century  (from  the  1810s 
to  the  1870s).  These  conversations  were  conducted  through  the 
exchange  of  letters,  the  circulation  of  script  and  print,  and  the 
personal  interactions  of  Americans  and  Britons.  I  first  consider  the 
interesting  case  of  the  transatlantic  circulation  of  Anna  Barbauld's 
"A  Thought  on  Death,"  a  poem  that  circulated  in  manuscript 
in  England  and,  unbeknownst  to  the  poet,  was  first  printed  in 
Boston  in  1821.  Indeed,  the  poem  became  so  well  known,  either 
through  its  American  printing  or  through  manuscript  circulation 
in  America,  that  it  was  quoted  in  the  private  correspondence  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  the  following  year.  I  next  examine  the  sixteen- 
year  conversation-in-letters  conducted  between  1826  and  1842  by 
Barbauld's  niece,  Lucy  Aikin,  and  Dr.  William  Ellery  Channing 
and  published  in  1874  by  Anna  LeBreton,  Aikin's  niece,  with  the 
approval  of  Channing's  nephew. 

These  transatlantic  communications  demonstrate  the 
fruitfulness  of  redirecting  transatlantic  studies  away  from 
approaching  print  as  the  exclusive  medium  of  exchange  between 
the  nations,  with  London,  in  James  Raven's  words,  "comprising] 
the  center  of  a  spreading  web"  (London  Booksellers  and  American 
Customers,  1748-181 1).  With  this  multigenerational  example,  we 
may  conceive  how  transatlantic  sociability  developed  over  the 
nineteenth  century  through  the  imbrication  of  oral,  scribal,  and 
print  cultures. 

"Louisa  May  Alcott's  Transatlantic  Conversations,"  Laura 
Dassow  Walls 

As  we  might  expect,  Europe  figures  in  Alcott's  work  as  a  land 
of  intellectual  enchantment  and  exotic  escape,  but  her  involvement, 
from  childhood  on,  with  European  romanticism  makes  her 
something  more:  the  living,  writing  incarnation  of  a  transatlantic 
metaphysical  conversation.  This  process  began  as  soon  as  Bronson 
Alcott  adopted  Pestalozzi's  educational  reforms  and  Coleridge's 
developmental  theories  for  achieving  spiritual  and  creative  powers. 
But  as  Louisa  learned  at  Fruitlands,  romantic  philosophy  was  both 
personally  empowering  and  socially  destructive.  Little  Women 
resolves  this  conflict  by  vaulting  past  her  father's  willingness 
to  destroy  the  family  in  the  name  of  Utopian  ideals.  By  writing 
Bronson  out  of  Little  Women 's  family  structure,  Louisa  not  only 
corrects  his  imbalances  in  favor  of  Abba's  practical  charity,  she 
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also  deploys  her  own,  more  mature  version  of  romanticism  to 
preserve  his  best  ideals  while  defying  the  Victorian  conventions 
that  had  so  stifled  his  own  reforms.  Louisa's  rewritten  father- 
figure,  Fritz  Bhaer,  is  derived  less  from  Bronson  than  from  the 
German  tradition  of  Bildung,  or  self-culture;  Bhaer,  the  benign 
republican  philosopher,  becomes  the  father/lover  to  Louisa's 
alter  ego,  the  rebellious  but  domesticated  Jo  March.  The  conflict 
Louisa  experienced  between  romantic  ideals — empowering,  yet 
destructive — is  visible  even  more  clearly  in  such  works  as  Moods, 
with  its  Byronic  and  skeptical  hero  Adam  Warwick,  and  still  more 
in  the  radical  transgressions  of  her  thrillers.  Plumfield  tames  these 
dangerous  romantic  energies  into  Germanic  Bildung  and  global 
social  progress,  pivoting  those  energies  around  the  child  as  the 
embodiment  of  American  earthliness,  the  earthliness  of  the  very 
philosophy  that  grounds  American  pragmatism. 

Respondent:  Susan  Belasco 

These  three  presentations  on  the  various  ways  in  which 
conversation  and  publication  are  intertwined  in  women's 
writings  are  clear  evidence  that  this  is  no  longer  your  father's 
Thoreau  Society.  Recent  scholarship  has  emphasized  what  Larry 
Reynolds  has  aptly  called  the  "coterie  publishing  practices"  of 
many  of  the  writers  associated  with  Transcendentalism.  In  fact, 
intertextual  conversations  among  like-minded  friends  included 
widely  circulated  portfolios  of  letters,  journal  entries,  poems,  and 
articles,  all  of  which  played  an  important  role  in  the  development 
of  many  mid-century  writers,  including,  of  course,  Thoreau  and 
Emerson.  In  "New  Poetry,"  written  for  the  Dial  in  1 840,  Emerson 
characterized  the  private  portfolio  as  a  "revolution  in  literature." 

The  papers  on  this  panel  provide  evidence  for  the  importance 
of  these  private  thoughts.  Questions  that  emerge  from  these 
papers  include:  How  does  access  to  private  journals,  letters,  or 
portfolios  alter  our  understanding  of  the  published,  canonical  texts 
of  Transcendentalism?  What  can  we  learn  about  attitudes  toward 
print  publication  by  these  women  writers?  While  the  study  of 
manuscript  culture  can  alter  our  understanding  of  the  transatlantic 
influences  at  work  on  print  publication,  how  can  scholars  guard 
against  making  large  claims  based  on  local  or  partial  evidence? 
How  can  scholars  work  to  bring  broad  access  to  privately  circulated 
publications,  many  of  which  remain  available  only  in  archives? 
How  do  we  incorporate  the  recovery  of  manuscript  culture  and 
transatlantic  conversation  into  our  teaching  of  Transcendentalist 
writers? 

Session  2: 
"Teaching,  Reading,  Being  'Civil  Disobedience'" 

"'Civil  Disobedience'  and  the  Problematics  of  Influence," 
Linck  Johnson 

Martin  Seymour-Smith  justified  the  inclusion  of  "Civil 
Disobedience"  rather  than  Walden  in  his  compilation  of  The 
100  Most  Influential  Books  Ever  Written  (1998)  primarily  on 
the  grounds  that  Thoreau's  essay  "was  successfully  taken  as  a 
model"  by  both  Mohandas  Gandhi  and  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
(343).  The  belief  that  the  essay  exerted  a  profound  influence  on 
those  charismatic  leaders  has  become  an  article  of  faith  among 
Thoreauvians.  In  this  talk  1  interrogate  that  belief,  and  I  do  so  in 
full  awareness  that  both  Gandhi  and  King  frequently  paid  tribute 
to  "Civil  Disobedience."  Indeed,  Gandhi's  own  references  to 
the  essay  gave  rise  to  the  widespread  assumption  that  it  inspired 
the  nonviolent  political  movements  he  led  in  South  Africa  and 
later  in  India.  In  a  letter  written  in  1932,  however,  Gandhi  firmly 
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From  Session  2.  left  to  right:  Linda  Richards.  Trish  Loughran.  Linck 
Johnson.  Michael  Jonik  and  Lawrence  Rosenwald 

asserted  that  the  belief  that  he  had  derived  his  "idea  of  civil 
disobedience  from  the  writings  of  Thoreau  is  wrong,"  adding: 
"The  resistance  to  authority  in  South  Africa  was  well  advanced 
before  I  got  the  essay  of  Thoreau  on  civil  disobedience."  As  I 
demonstrate  through  an  analysis  of  Gandhi's  references  to  "Civil 
Disobedience"  in  his  newspaper  Indian  Opinion,  rather  than  taking 
his  ideas  from  the  essay  he  used  it  to  promote  his  campaign  and  to 
inspire  his  followers,  whose  resistance  to  the  oppressive  Asiatic 
Law  was  calculated  to  provoke  their  arrest  and  incarceration  in 
"The  Fort."  the  infamous  prison  in  Johannesburg. 

"Civil  Disobedience"  gained  even  greater  prominence 
through  its  association  with  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  In  a 
nationally  televised  interview  in  1957,  King  recalled  reading 
"Civil  Disobedience."  which  he  described  as  his  "first  contact 
with  the  theory  of  nonviolent  resistance."  as  an  undergraduate 
at  Morehouse  College.  And  in  an  oft-quoted  passage  in  his 
1958  book  Stride  Toward  Freedom:  The  Montgomery-  Story, 
King  indicated  that  the  essay  had  strongly  shaped  his  thinking 
at  a  critical  stage  of  the  bus  boycott  in  Montgomery,  which  was 
widely  viewed  as  the  first  triumph  of  nonviolent  means  in  the 
struggle  for  civil  rights.  King,  however,  evidently  overstated  the 
influence  of  "Civil  Disobedience."  Although  it  was  the  only  work 
he  mentioned  reading  as  an  undergraduate  at  Morehouse,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1948.  King  apparently  never  referred  to  the 
essay  before  the  televised  interview  in  1957.  when  with  the  help 
of  several  associates  he  was  preparing  Stride  Toward  Freedom. 
Through  an  account  of  the  origins,  progress,  and  triumph  of  the 
Montgomery  boycott,  they  also  sought  to  legitimize  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  to  justify  its  methods  to  a  skeptical  public. 
Just  as  Gandhi  indicated  that  he  had  initially  used  the  term  civil 
disobedience  to  explain  his  movement  to  English  readers — and. 
implicitly,  to  establish  a  firm  precedent  for  passive  resistance 
within  the  Anglo-American  tradition — so  did  King  use  "Civil 
Disobedience"  as  a  recognizable  and  valued  precedent  in  his 
appeal  to  white  Americans. 

"The  Science  of  Civil  Disobedience,"  Michael  Jonik 

To  propose  "the  science  of  civil  disobedience"  is  to  think 
about  Thoreau's  seminal  essay  in  the  broader  context  of  his  work 
on  natural  history  and  ecology.  This  attempt  shows  that  the  politics 
of  "Civil  Disobedience"  is  a  conversation  with  other  political 
works  like  "Slavery  in  Massachusetts."  "A  Plea  for  Captain  John 
Brown."  and  even  Walden,  with  its  sustained  meditations  on  the 
politics  of  everyday  life.  It  also  suggests  a  connection  to  a  politics 
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of  the  earth  that  emerges,  if  often  only  implicitly,  in  Thoreau's 
writings  on  natural  history  and  in  his  journal.  This  connection 
relies  on  an  expanded  sense  of  the  role  of  "conscience"  staked 
out  in  "Civil  Disobedience"  into  what  could  be  called  an  "earth 
conscience."  Indeed,  if  we  take  conscience  literally  as  a"knowing- 
with."  it  becomes  strikingly  resonant  with  the  "intelligence  with 
the  earth"  Thoreau  calls  for  in  Walden.  and  enacts  throughout  his 
later  work. 

In  turn,  perhaps  Thoreau*s  "scientific"  works  can  illuminate 
"Civil  Disobedience,"  or  reveal  another  dimension  to  its  politics, 
a  dimension  made  pertinent  in  today's  heated  debates  concerning 
global  climate  change. 

"Being  Civil  Disobedience,"  Linda  M.  Richards 

As  a  child  I  was  affected  by  the  now  famous  picture  of 
Kim  Phuc  running  in  agony  after  she  was  napalmed.  My  father 
was  serving  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  Vietnam  when  I  first  saw  the 
photograph  in  1 972.  on  my  ninth  birthday.  After  seeing  the  picture. 
I  felt  responsible  for  ending  war.  despite  having  little  know  ledge 
of  how  to  proceed.  At  my  first  nonviolence  training  in  the  early 
1980s,  preparing  for  a  protest  of  U.S.  funding  of  mercenaries  in 
Latin  America.  I  was  introduced  to  a  new  history  of  American 
resistance  to  war,  imperialism,  and  injustice.  Henry  David 
Thoreau's  1849  essay  "Resistance  to  Civil  Government"  was 
included  in  the  packet  of  materials  provided  by  the  disobedience 
trainers.  Within  hours  I  was  arrested  translating  his  words  into 
action  at  the  courthouse  in  Eugene,  Oregon. 

As  I  grew  older.  I  focused  on  the  issue  of  global  nuclear 
disarmament  and  walked  across  the  country  in  1986  with  the 
Great  Peace  March.  On  the  march  I  participated  in  many  direct 
actions  that  were  grounded  in  the  patriotism  of  Thoreau.  Howard 
Zinn  felt  that  Thoreau's  greatest  insight  was  to  show  that  w  ithout 
the  will  of  the  American  people  working  for  justice,  our  nation- 
state  is  soulless.  Thoreau's  essay  links  to  resistance  movements  of 
the  past  and  grounds  actions  in  a  philosophy  of  noncooperation 
that  intends  to  create  new  relationships  by  acting  out  of  one's 
conscience.  I  was  inspired  to  use  my  life  of  privilege  to  do  as 
Thoreau  instructs  and  promote  a  vision  of  the  democracy  I 
would  like  to  see  in  a  just  world  with  shared  resources.  After 
participating  in  many  protests  and  acts  of  civil  disobedience,  I 
became  a  nonviolent  civil  disobedience  trainer  to  share  what  I 
had  learned.  For  over  twenty  years.  I  integrated  Thoreau's  essay 
into  collective  nonviolent  training  in  my  community  to  teach 
protestors,  students,  and  families  ways  to  resist  war  and  create 
conditions  for  justice  and  change.  These  actions  ranged  from 
disrupting  Vice  President  Cheney's  speech  at  the  Jackson  County 
Fairgrounds  to  a  fourteen-mile  protest  walk  by  600-plus  people 
to  a  sit-in  by  the  disabled  at  the  Medford  state  disability  office. 
Thoreau's  words  echo  constantly  in  my  mind:  "Cast  your  whole 
vote  .  .  .    Let  your  life  be  a  counter  friction  to  stop  the  machine.  " 

Trish  Loughran:  no  abstract. 

Respondent:  Lawrence  Rosenwald 

Noting  and  praising  the  consistent  high  quality  of  the 
presentations,  the  respondent  then  divided  them  into  two  groups. 
The  ambition  and  audacity'  of  Michael  Jonik's  attempt  to  link 
Thoreau  on  politics  with  Thoreau  on  nature  were  praised,  some 
individual  arguments  were  critiqued,  and  the  hope  was  expressed 
that  Jonik  would  go  farther  in  working  the  synthesis  out.  The 
remaining  presentations  were  grouped  together  as  bearing  on  the 
question  of  the  influence  of  Thoreau's  essay.  Trish  Loughran's 
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reading  of  the  essay's  varying  sense  of  individual-state  relations 
was  lauded,  and  a  hope  expressed  that  Loughran  would  further 
explore  how  those  relations  have  changed  since  Thoreau's  time. 
Linck  Johnson's  argument  that  the  degree  of  the  essay's  influence 
has  been  oversimplified  and  overstated  was  largely  endorsed, 
but  then  put  in  relation  to  Linda  Richards's  moving  account  of 
the  essay's  influence  on  her  own  life  and  activism.  The  response 
concluded  by  identifying  the  essay's  influence  as  among  the  most 
mysterious  and  interesting  things  about  it. 
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Use  of  Classical  Literature."  2009.  University  of  Delaware. 
PhD  dissertation.  204p.  "Thoreau's  humorous  applications 
of  classical  authors  are  a  window  into  his  views  on 
education,  revision,  literary  authority,  and  his  relationship 
with  his  readers." 

Kornhiser,  Laurel  Ann.  "Junctions:  The  Railroad,  Consumerism, 
and  Deep  Time  in  Nineteenth-Century  Literature."  2010. 
Northeastern  University.  PhD  dissertation.  272p.  Includes  a 
discussion  of  Walden.  "The  coming  of  the  railroad  and  the 
new  sense  of  deep  time  foundational^  challenge  notions  of 
self.  .  ." 

Lai,  Vinay.  "Gandhi's  West,  the  West's  Gandhi."  New  Literary 
History  40,  No.  2  (Spring  2009):  281-213. 
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LefF,  David  K.  Deep  Travel:  In  Thoreau's  Wake  on  the  Concord 
and  Merrimack.  Reviewed  by  Steve  Fagin  in  Appalachia 
61.  No.  1  (Winter/Spring  2010):  151-152. 

Ma.  Junhong.  "Life  and  Love:  Thoreau's  Life  Philosophy 
on  Man  and  Nature  in  the  Age  of  Industrialization." 
Neohelicon:  Acta  Comparationis  Litter  arum  Universarum 
36.  No.  2  (December  2009):  38 1-396. 

Maclver.  Roderick,  ed.   Thoreau  and  the  Art  of  Life:  Reflections 
on  Nature  and  the  Mystery  of  Existence.  Berkeley,  Ca.: 
North  Atlantic  Books,  2010.   1 16p.  papercover  (ISBN 
1556438834).  $16.95.  With  watercolor  illustrations  by  the 
editor. 

Mariotti.  Shannon.   Thoreau's  Democratic  Withdrawal: 

Alienation.  Participation,  and  Modernity.  Madison,  Wis.: 
University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  2010.  222p.  papercover 
(ISBN  0299233944),  $29.95. 

Nichols.  Ashton.  "Thoreau  and  Urbanature:  From  Walden  to 
Ecocriticsm."  Neohelicon:  Acta  Comparationis  Litter  arum 
Universarum  36,  No.  2  (December  2009):  347-354. 

Sullivan.  Robert.   The  Thoreau  You  Don 't  Know:  What  the 
Prophet  of  Environmentalist!!  Really  Meant.  Reviewed 
by  David  K.  Leff  in  Appalachia  61,  No.  1  (Winter/Spring 
2010):  150-151. 

Thoreau.  Henry  D.  La  Desobeissance  civile.  Paris:  Passager 
Clandestin,  2009.   1 12p.  papercover  (ISBN  2916952039). 
€7.00. 

Tobyne.  Dan.  Thoreau's  Maine  Woods.  Camden,  Me.:  Downeast 
Books,  2010.  128p.  hardcover  (ISBN  0892728140),  $35.00. 
With  color  photographs. 

Turner.  Jack.  ed.  A  Political  Companion  to  Henry  David 

Thoreau.  Noted  in  American  Literature  82,  No.  1  (March 
2010):  236. 

Walker.  Jennie  Lynn.  "Beyond  the  Book:  The  Compositional, 
Lecture,  and  Publication  Histories  of  Henry  David 
Thoreau's  'Walking'  Read  Ecocritically."  2010.  George 
Washington  University.  PhD  dissertation.  297p. 

Willis,  Charles  G..  Brad  R.  Ruhfel.  Richard  B.  Primack, 

Abraham  J.  Miller-Rushing,  Jonathan  B.  Losos,  and  Charles 
C.  Davis.  "Favorable  Climate  Change  Response  Explains 
Non-Native  Species'  Success  in  Thoreau's  Woods."  PLoS 
ONES,  No.  1  (January  2010):  1-5.  On-line  journal. 

Yang.  Jeffrey.  "Some  Notes  on  Transmigration  (Or,  the  Live 
Bird  Decoy)."  Chicago  Review  55.  No.  1  (Winter  2010): 
80-107.  Has  comment  on  Thoreau's  translation  of  the 
Harivamsha. 

Yang.  Jincai.  "Chinese  Projections  of  Thoreau  and  His  Walden 's 
Influence  in  China."  Neohelicon:  Acta  Comparationis 
Litterarum  Universarum  36.  No.  2  (December  2009):  355- 
364. 

We  are  indebted  to  Jym  St.  Pierre,  Ed  Schofield.  and  Richard 
Winslow  III  for  information  used  in  this  column.  Please  keep 
your  editor  informed  of  items  not  yet  added  and  new  items  as  they 
appear. 
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Notes  &  Queries 

Leslie  P err  in  Wilson 

As  editor  of  the  Thoreau  Society  Bulletin.  I  receive  a  steady 
stream  of  essays,  reviews,  and  information  from  Society  members 
and  others.  The  TSB  is  robust  precisely  because  Thoreauvians 
are  so  eager  to  share  their  knowledge,  thoughts,  discoveries,  and 
enthusiasms.  Thanks  to  all  who  contributed  to  TSB  270. 

Mani  Rao  is  a  writer  of  poetry  and  prose  whose  work  has 
appeared  in  books,  journals,  and  anthologies.  She  has  been  a 
visiting  fellow  and  a  writer-in-residence  at  the  University  of  Iowa 
International  Writing  Program,  has  studied  Sanskrit  and  primary 
Vedic  sources,  and  is  on  the  Web  at  www.manirao.com.  Glenn 
Damiani  is  a  researcher  for  Central  New  Mexico  Community 
College.  A  specialist  in  the  research,  development,  and  use  of 
geographic  information  systems,  Allan  H.  Schmidt  now  explores 
the  application  of  such  technology  to  historical  data.  Richard  J. 
Schneider  is  Professor  Emeritus  in  English  at  Wartburg  College, 
author  and  editor  of  numerous  books  and  essays  on  Thoreau, 
and  former  editor  of  the  Concord  Saunterer.  Sandra  Harbert 
Petrulionis  is  Professor  of  English  and  American  Studies  at  Penn 
State  Altoona,  author  of  To  Set  This  World  Right:  The  Antislavery 
Movement  in  Thoreau's  Concord,  and  a  Fulbright  Senior  Lecturer 
at  the  Friedrich  Schiller  University  in  Jena,  Germany.  J.  Walter 
Brain  is  a  landscape  architect,  a  knowledgeable  explorer  of 
Thoreau  Country,  a  writer,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  The  Thoreau  Society. 

As  usual,  I  have  relied  on  the  proofreading  skills  of  the  ever- 
willing  Dave  Bonney.  Bob  Hudspeth,  and  Ron  Hoag  to  ensure  a 
clean  and  readable  Bulletin. 

Jym  St.  Pierre  has  forwarded  information  about  Down 
East's  publication  of  Thoreau's  Maine  2011  (a  calendar)  and 
Thoreau's  Maine  Woods  (a  combination  of  photographs  by  Dan 
Tobyne  and  short  excerpts),  both  expected  in  stock  this  June.  For 
more  information,  visit  the  Web  pages  at  https://secure. downeast. 
com/store.  Jym  also  forwarded  the  Wilderness.net  essay  "Henry 
David  Thoreau:  An  American  Voice  for  Wilderness  and  Freedom" 
(http://www.wilderness.  net/index.  cfm?fuse=feature  1 208)  and 
Wayne  Reilly's  January  1 1  Bangor  Daily  News  piece  "Analyst 
dubbed  Bangor  'a  new  empire  of  Maine',"  which  quotes  Thoreau's 
description  of  the  city  as  "a  star  on  the  edge  of  night"  (http://www. 
bangordailynews.com/detail/134426.html). 

Clarence  Burley  sent  notice  of  the  February  7  Boston  Globe 
editorial  "Ecology:  Thoreau-ly  different  at  Walden  Pond."  On 
February  8,  your  editor  noticed  some  critical  response  to  this 
piece  on  the  Concord  e-group  concord@yahoogroups.com. 
The  full  editorial  and  comments  about  it  are  accessible  at  hrtp:// 
www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial  opinion/editorials/ 
articles/20 1 0/02/07/ecology_thoreau_ly  different_at_walden_ 
pond/?comments=all.  Clarence  also  passed  along  the  URLs  for 
Web  pages  for  Waldo,  the  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  Zen  Sangha 
(http://bostonzen.org)  and  for  the  Henry  David  Thoreau  Sangha 
(http://newtonzen.org). 

Via  Randall  Conrad,  Christine  Dall  forwarded  "A  Reading 
of  'Smoke'  by  Thoreau,"  an  essay  by  Christopher  Nield  in  The 
Epoch  Times  for  December  31,  2009/January  13,  2010.  Mike 
Berger  has  reported  that  in  an  article  in  the  New  Yorker  for 
February  8.  John  McPhee  quotes  Thoreau  on  pickerel.  From 
Lexington,  Massachusetts,  Irene  K.  Wilson  sent  "Another  change 
taking  place  at  Walden  Pond,"  an  article  clipped  from  the  Boston 
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Globe  for  February  4,  20 1 0,  and  also  all  of  the  sky,  a  posthumous 
collection  of  haiku  by  the  late  Paul  O.  Williams,  twenty-fourth 
president  of  The  Thoreau  Society.  Thanks  to  Corinne  Smith  for 
drawing  attention  to  the  mention  of  Waldert  in  American  Libraries 
for  January/February  2010  (in  "Some  of  My  Favorite  Reads,"  by 
Jennifer  Burek  Pierce). 

Jim  Dawson  reported  the  theft  and  return  of  a  statue  of 
Thoreau  by  two  freshmen  at  Salisbury  University  in  Maryland. 
An  article  on  the  heist  by  Deborah  Gates  appeared  in  the 
Salisbury  Daily  Times  for  February  8,  2010.  On  behalf  of  his 
brother  Glenn  Mott,  Wes  Mott  passed  along  information  about 
Gretchen  Robinson's  "The  bitter  and  sublime  of  life"  (Attleboro, 
Massachusetts  Sun  Chronicle,  March  14,  2010) — reflections 
inspired  by  reading  Thoreau  as  Spiritual  Guide  by  Barry  Andrews. 
Dick  Winslow  found  Anne  Stevenson's  poem  "Teaching  My 
Sons  to  Swim  in  Walden  Pond"  in  the  Autumn  2009  issue  of 
the  Hudson  Review.  Finally,  from  Rick  L.  Thompson  we  learn 
that  Lyanda  Lynn  Haupt's  Crow  Planet:  Essential  Wisdom  from 
the  Urban  Wilderness  (New  York:  Little,  Brown,  2009)  includes 
many  references  to  Thoreau. 

Donning  my  Curator-of-Special-Collections-at  the-Concord- 
Free-Public-Library  hat,  1  invite  all  Thoreau  Society  members  who 
register  for  the  Annual  Gathering  this  July  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  exhibition  "All  the  Earth  is  Seashore:  The  Freshwater  Shells 
of  Concord,  Massachusetts."  This  exploration  in  image,  text,  and 
specimen  in  the  library  art  gallery  will  feature  many  pieces  by 
Concord  artist  and  shell-lover  Kristina  Joyce,  as  well  as  the  work 
of  photographers  Alfred  Hosmer  and  Herbert  Wendell  Gleason.  It 
will  explore  the  Native  American  shell  heap  that  stood  on  the  bank 
of  the  Sudbury  River  in  Thoreau's  time,  and  Thoreau's  interest  in 
local  shells  and  the  mollusks  now  living  in  Walden  Pond.  The 
opening  will  be  held  Friday,  July  9,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m.  in  the  CFPL 
rotunda  and  gallery.  It  will  feature  refreshments,  brief  comments 
by  Kristina,  a  chance  to  view  the  display,  and  the  opportunity 
to  purchase  an  exhibition  catalog.  Preregistration  is  necessary 
(consult  your  AG  registration  materials).  The  display  will  remain 
in  the  CFPL  gallery  throughout  July,  August,  and  September. 


President's  Column 


Tom  Potter 


Spring  has  finally  come  to  our  woods  in  south-central  Indiana. 
The  turkey  vultures  arrived  in  late  winter,  as  did  the  red-wings. 
Our  cold,  clear  skies  were  filled  with  the  guttural  sounds  of  the 
migrating  sandhill  cranes.  As  the  snow  melted  back  and  the  ice  on 
the  lake  began  to  open,  soon  came  the  waterfowl — all  seemingly 
filled  with  excitement  for  their  own  spring. 

From  year  to  year,  Sallie  and  I  experience  a  variety  of  natural 
phenomena.  One  winter  we  had  sixteen  red-headed  woodpeckers 
at  our  feeder  at  once.  We  recall  the  winter  when  a  large  flock  of 
evening  grosbeaks  consumed  our  sunflower  seed  faster  than  we 
could  fill  the  feeders.  This  season  we  have  had  eight  deer  feeding 
on  our  seed  just  outside  the  window.  Then,  on  March  15th,  the 


15 

eastern  phoebe  arrived  right  on  schedule.  Already  the  brown 
thrasher  is  setting  up  territory  and  soon  to  follow  will  be  the  rest 
of  the  songbird  choristers. 

My  friend,  a  serious  Indiana  Thoreauvian,  tells  me  that  on 
March  28th  her  Louisiana  waterthrush  came  back.  Yesterday  we 
all  gathered  at  her  small  woodland  lake  to  watch  the  wood  ducks 
and  hooded  mergansers  set  up  their  spring  nesting  territories. 

Now  with  the  sun  ever  higher,  the  warmer  days  bring  the 
garden  of  wildflowers  to  our  woodland  home.  These  are  familiar 
names  to  many  of  you — bloodroot,  spring  beauty,  purple  cress, 
cut-leaved  toothwort,  and  hepatica.  Soon  the  hillsides  will  be 
covered  with  dog-tooth  violets  along  with  several  of  the  orchid 
species  that  thrive  in  the  deep  woods. 

This  time  of  year  always  excited  Thoreau,  for  he  could  now 
return  to  the  open  waters  of  his  beloved  rivers  and  nearby  ponds. 
He  could  recall  the  many  times  that  he  and  his  brother  took  to 
the  water  to  explore  the  natural  world  that  they  both  loved  and 
respected.  As  has  so  many  times  been  said,  spring  is  a  time  of 
rebirth,  renewal,  and  new  experiences. 

I  have  had  a  new  experience  of  my  own  that  quickly  brought 
Henry  to  mind.  One  day  as  I  walked  to  my  writing  cabin,  I  was 
greeted  with  a  new  call — a  chanticleer  of  my  own.  It  seems  that 
the  neighbor's  roosters  had  flown  the  coop  and  are  now  taking 
up  residence  outside  my  window  on  the  world.  They  call  early  as 
if  to  wake  me,  but  they  also  call  all  day,  or  at  least  until  I  renew 
the  supply  of  birdseed  that  I  place  on  the  ground  just  ten  feet 
from  where  I  write  this.  I  haven't  named  them  yet,  but  there  are 
two  of  them  and  they  are  never  more  than  five  feet  apart — like 
two  buddies  just  hanging  out.  Like  I  said,  each  year  brings  new 
surprises! 

So  what  does  all  of  this  have  to  do  with  a  president's  column, 
you  may  ask?  Just  this.  Sometimes  we  work  too  hard  to  have 
Henry  speak  of  deep  and  mysterious  things,  challenging  concepts 
that  only  a  few  seem  to  grasp.  But  he  also  reminds  us  of  the  quieter 
times,  our  walks  in  the  woods,  the  driftings  on  the  waters,  even 
the  waters  of  our  minds — he  calls  us  as  the  chanticleer  to  wake  up 
to  the  natural  wonders  around  us — simple  things  like  the  budding 
of  the  leaf  and  the  call  of  the  blue  bird.  Remember  that  he  reminds 
us  to  "simplify,  simplify." 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  many  of  you  (old  friends  and  many 
new)  at  this  year's  Annual  Gathering! 
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Herbert  Wendell  Gleason  photograph  of 

bloodroot  from  Volume  14  of  the  1906 
Manuscript  Edition  of  Thoreau's  Journal. 
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Notes  from  Concord 


Michael  J.  Frederick,  Executive  Director 

In  recounting  his  1842  visit  to  Boston  in  his  travelogue. 
American  Notes.  Charles  Dickens  comments  on  learning  about  a 
sect  of  philosophers  known  as  Transcendentalists.  "On  inquiring 
what  this  appellation  might  be  supposed  to  signify.  I  was  given  to 
understand  that  whatever  was  unintelligible  would  be  certainly 
transcendental."  In  pursuing  the  inquiry  further,  he  was  intrigued 
to  learn  that  they  were  followers  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  who 
was  a  close  student  of  his  English  friend  Thomas  Carlyle. 

If  you  have  found  yourself  at  times  scratching  your  head 
over  the  more  esoteric  passages  of  Thoreau.  then  you  need 
to  get  yourself  to  the  69th  Annual  Gathering  of  The  Thoreau 
Society:  "Henry  D.  Thoreau  &  New  England  Transcendentalism: 
Then  &  Now."  You  may  even  come  away  with  sympathy  for 
Dickens's  discovery  that  "among  much  that  is  dreamy  and  fanciful 
...  [in  Transcendentalism]  there  is  much  more  that  is  true  and 
manly,  honest  and  bold." 

This  year's  Annual  Gathering  is  truly  a  community-wide 
celebration,  with  events  at  Emerson  Umbrella.  First  Parish. 
Masonic  Temple.  Thoreau  Birth  Place.  Thoreau  Institute  at  Walden 
Woods.  The  Thoreau  Society.  Orchard  House.  Walden  Pond  State 
Reservation,  and  more.  Workshops  and  presentations  address  the 
Alcotts.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  Margaret  Fuller,  the  Peabody 
sisters,  and  Henry  D.  Thoreau.  Thoreau  Society  presenters  speak 
about  how  Thoreau  and  Transcendentalism  have  inspired  them  as 
artists,  photographers,  and.  of  course,  as  teachers  and  educators. 
One  workshop  even  addresses  teaching  Thoreau  in  Afghanistan. 
Presenters  come  from  the  global  community,  including  Bulgaria. 
Japan.  Russia.  United  Kingdom,  and  the  United  States.  Discover 
why  Thoreau  and  the  Transcendentalists  continue  to  inspire 
readers  around  the  world.  Expert  presentations  are  held  in 
informal,  friendly  settings.  Plenty  to  do  outdoors,  w  ith  trips  led  by 
naturalists  and  historians — so  come  comfortably  attired,  prepared 
to  have  a  wonderful  experience. 

The  Transcendentalists  were  a  small  group  of  conscientious 
writers  and  philosophers  who  lived  during  the  nineteenth  century 
and  had  the  ambition  through  their  individual  works  to  help  define 
the  American  character  and  to  give  the  burgeoning  country  a 
sense  of  national  identity.  The  major  authors  continue  to  inspire 
and  draw  interest,  as  is  evident  with  this  year's  bicentennial 
celebrations  in  Concord  and  bevond  of  the  birth  of  Margaret 
Fuller. 

If  the  Transcendentalists  hold  anything  for  modern  readers, 
then  perhaps  we  can  begin  to  discover  what  that  something  may 
be.  b>  considering  their  abilities  as  writers  to  balance  the  sciences 
and  humanities  in  meaningful  and  compelling  ways. 
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